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PERFECTING HOLINESS IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD                                  2 CORINTHIANS 7:1  REFINERYCHURCHCLT.COM 

“If you diligently obey the voice of the LORD 
your God, to observe carefully all His 
commandments…the LORD your God will set 
you high above all the nations of the earth. 
And all these blessings shall come upon you 
and overtake you, because you obey the voice 
of the LORD your God…” (Deut 28:1-2). 

Are you enjoying the blessings of God? In 
Deuteronomy 28, the children of God receive 
a promise that if they listen and obey God’s 
voice, then they will receive God’s blessings. 
As Christians, we are children of the Most 
High God, and we should be enjoying 
blessings from our Father.  

“The LORD will establish you as a holy people 
to Himself…and the LORD will grant you 
plenty of goods, in the fruit of your body, the 
increase of your livestock, and in the produce 
of your ground…the LORD will open to you His 
good treasure…” (Deut 28:9-12). 

God’s promised blessings include exaltation 
over our enemies, good health and 
fruitfulness in our bodies and work, 
prosperity, victory, and God’s favor. These 
blessings are promises made by God which 
are all based on only one condition: 
obedience.  

However, the Israelites were also warned 
that, “if you do not obey the voice of the 
LORD your God, to observe carefully all His 
commandments and His statutes which I 
command you today, that all these curses 
will come upon you and overtake you” (Deut 
28:15).  

The list of curses is much longer than the 
blessings. The curses include things like 
confusion, anguish, diseases, serious and 
prolonged sicknesses, barrenness, family 
separation and breakdown, financial need, 
and ultimately destruction (Deut 28:15-68).   

 

These curses not only affected the 
individuals, but also their children: “The 
LORD will bring upon you and your 
descendants extraordinary plagues…” (Deut 
28:59). 

All these curses are the result of one thing: 
rebellion. Obedience to God is rewarded 
with blessing and rebellion against God 
results in cursing. Are there any areas of your 
life that is not blessed? Do you know of 
something in your life that is not in 
obedience to God and His commands? If you 
are struggling with a particular sin, or are 
actively or even unconsciously disobeying 
God, is it possible that you have denied God’s 
blessing on an area in your life and instead 
invited a curse? 

Despite the promises of being cursed by God 
for disobeying Him, the Lord offers hope for 
those who repent:  

“Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve”  
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“Now it shall come to pass, when all these 
things come upon you, the blessing and the 
curse which I have set before you…and you 
return to the LORD your God and obey His 
voice, according to all that I command you 
today, you and your children, with all your 
heart and soul, that the LORD your God will 
bring you back from captivity, and have 
compassion on you…and the LORD your God 
will circumcise your heart and the heart of your 
descendants, to love the LORD your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul, that you 
may live” (Deut 30:1-6). 

While this covenant that God made with 
Israel has been superseded by the new 
covenant that Jesus has made with us, we 
still serve the same God. The Biblical 
principles that God established in the Old 
Testament may still be applied to our lives 
today. God’s character and His desire for our 
heart does not change. God is still 
commanding us to listen to His voice and 
obey. Jesus said, “My sheep hear My voice, 
and I know them, and they follow Me” 
(John 10:27).  

In order to hear the voice of Jesus and obey, 
we must have an intimate relationship which 
allows us to hear Him speak to us personally. 
His voice is not heard superficially through 
our ears, but He speaks directly to our 
innermost being, our hearts; His Spirit speaks 
to our spirit. We can fill our minds with 
knowledge of God through reading the Bible, 
but it is only through the Holy Spirit which 
transforms the words on paper into His living 
voice, penetrating our hearts with His truth. 

Thankfully, Jesus became a curse so that we 
may receive a blessing. Although Jesus did 
not commit a single sin throughout His life, 
He was put to death for our sin and received 
our curse by being hung on a cross, “for he 
who is hanged is accursed of God” (Deut 
21:23).   

Now, we are free from the law, “for as many 
are of the works of the law are under the curse. 
Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, having become a curse for us, that the 
blessing of Abraham might come upon the 
Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive 
the promise of the Spirit through faith” (Gal 
3:10,13,14). 

As Christians, we are to walk in faith with the 
Holy Spirit, freeing us from the law through 
God’s grace. The new covenant gives us 
freedom from the law and salvation from 
sin. We are empowered to live obediently 
and righteously by the power of the Spirit of 
God who dwells in us. This is the same Spirit 
that raised Christ from the dead (Rom 8:11).   

As a Christian, saved by the blood of Jesus 
and walking in the Spirit under the new 
covenant, is it possible to be under a curse? 
Solomon said that “a curse without cause 
shall not alight” (Prov 26:2). If we are walking 
with the Lord and listening and obeying His 
voice, then we are in obedience to His 
commands and cannot be touched by any 
curse because we are covered by the blood of 
Jesus. However, if we are walking in 
disobedience and practicing the works of the 
flesh, and are unrepentant, then we lose the 
protection that God offers.  

“Now the works of the flesh are evident, which 
are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, 
contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, 
selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, 
murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; 
of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also 
told you in time past, that those who practice 
such things will not inherit the kingdom of 
God” (Gal 5:19-21).  

Obviously, the sins listed above are acts of 
open rebellion and disobedience against 
God, and if we are practicing them then we 
invite God’s judgment and curses into our 
life. However, there are also more subtle 
ways of disobeying God that we may not 
even be aware of. Jesus said, “that for every 
idle word men may speak, they will give an 
account of it in the day of judgment. For by 
your words you will be justified, and by your 
words you will be condemned” (Matt 12:36-
37).  

Our words have great power. By speaking 
negative words about yourself and your life, 
you may be cutting yourself off from God’s 
blessings and pronouncing a curse over 
yourself.  

Here are a few examples of negative 
expressions that we may speak without 
realizing the power over our words: “My 
parents got divorced so I probably will too. 
Cancer runs in my family, so I’ll probably get 
it. People in my family die young, I’m sure I 
will too. I’m not good with money, I’ll always 
be poor. I’m addicted to ________ . This 
always happen to me!” 

Examples of self-imposed curses are 
throughout Scripture. The Israelites who 
complained against God in the wilderness 
spoke their own death sentence over 
themselves. The Lord said, “just as you have 
spoken in My hearing, so I will do to you: The 
carcasses of you who have complained against 
Me shall fall in this wilderness…” (Num 14:28-
29).  

 

When Pilate washed his hands before the 
multitude and declared his own innocence of 
the death of Jesus, “all the people answered 
and said, ‘His blood be on us and on our 
children’ ” (Matt 27:25).  

Solomon said, “you are snared by the words of 
your mouth; you are taken by the words of 
your mouth” (Prov 6:2) and “death and life are 
in the power of the tongue” (Prov 18:21). 

Negative words, expectations, vows, or 
beliefs spoken by your mouth or within your 
mind or heart may activate the law of faith in 
reverse: “according to your faith let it be to 
you” (Matt 9:28). So, if we place our faith in 
our circumstances, or our family history, or 
even our own personal history, we remove 
our faith from Jesus. If you feel that some 
area of your life is not blessed and appears 
cursed, ask the Holy Spirit to reveal why, is 
there a Biblical principle being violated? If 
you know the problem in your life is sin, then 
the answer is repentance. If you believe the 
issue is a self-pronounced curse, then the 
answer is repentance.  

Jesus already paid the price and has 
exchanged the curse for a blessing so all we 
need to do is repent and believe to obtain 
salvation from sin and darkness. Simply 
confess your faith in Christ and His sacrifice 
for you. Repent of your rebellion and sin; and 
claim forgiveness for all of your sins. Forgive 
everyone who has ever hurt you or wronged 
you. “But if you do not forgive, neither will 
your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses” 
(Mark 11:26). Ask Jesus to release and break 
any curse over your life that you have placed 
yourself under and receive His blessing. Jesus 
said, “whatever things you ask when you pray, 
believe that you receive them, and you will 
have them” (Mark 11:24). 

If there is chaos, confusion, disorder, or 
darkness in some area of your life, look for 
the Biblical principle that is being violated. By 
obeying God and His commands, order will 
appear. 

“Let no corrupt word proceed out of your 
mouth, but what is good for necessary 
edification that it may impart grace to the 
hearers. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of 
God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption. Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, 
clamor, and evil speaking be put away from 
you, with all malice” (Eph 4:29-31). 
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Requests & Needs 

Please pray for our brothers and sisters who 
need a touch from the Lord in their bodies. 
For Jackie Forbes, Heather Beckett, Jo Ginn, 
and Juanita and Theresa Aldridge to be 
restored and healed in their bodies. 

Always pray for our missionaries too! For 
John & Joanne Cava, Ben & Susan Hoar and 
Brian & Marybeth Stubenrauch of WOC. Pray 
for Chandy & Sarah Thomas, Phil & Kaye 
Plowman and John & Jeanne Weaver too.  

Opportunities to Serve 

There are several opportunities to volunteer 
and serve in our Children’s Ministry, Joseph’s 
Food Pantry, the Worship Team, and 
elsewhere. If you are interested or would like 
more info on where you can exercise your 
gifts and time, please send an email to Pastor 
Jeff. 

jeff@refinerychurchclt.com 

 

Joseph’s Food Pantry 

 “He who sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and he who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully” 
(2 Cor 9:6). 

Joseph’s food pantry keeps growing and 
continues to feed the hungry in and around 
Mint Hill. This pantry is supported through 
your generous donations. Please continue to 
bring your dry and canned goods as an 
offering to God which He is using to minister 
to those in need. Thank you!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ministry Trips 

Quebec City: 

Dates: 6/22-26 (Friday to Tuesday)  

**Dates may change slightly due to the 
schedules of the churches we're working 
with.  

Cost: $775 (approx) 

Cost includes airfare, lodging, transportation 
and some meals 

Itinerary: TBD based on the needs of our 
host churches. Our trips always include 
worship and prayer/prophetic ministry, so 
plan on that at a minimum.  

***There will be some free time to explore 
the Old City, it's amazing.  

-------------------------------------------------------- 

With Gerald Broome and Quest Ministries: 

Outer Banks NC 7/7-13 Cost TBD 

Cherokee People Mission 8/11-18 Cost TBD 

Mexico 10/23-11/1 Cost TBD 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

With John Cava and World Outreach 
Center: 

Rome & Quaglietta Italy 8/2-14 Cost $2400 

Juarez Mexico 12/6-12 Cost $775 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

EPHESIANS 6:11-12 

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against 

the rulers of darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

PSALM 100:4-5 

Enter into His gates with 
thanksgiving, and into His courts 
with praise. Be thankful to Him, 
and bless His name. 

For the LORD is good; His mercy 
is everlasting, and His truth 
endures to all generations. 

 

Updates and Requests 
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March 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

 

 1 

Men’s Tennis 6 pm 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

Prayer 915 am  

Service 10 am 

Worship & Prayer 
Joy Church 630pm 

5 

Men’s Bible Study 
6 pm 

6 

Prayer 11 am 

Ladies Bible Study 
7 pm 

7 8 

Men’s Tennis 6 pm 

9 

 

10 

11 

Daylight Savings 

Prayer 915 am  

Service 10 am 

12 

Men’s Bible Study 
6 pm 

13 

Prayer 11 am 

 

14 

Outpouring 7 pm 

 

15 

Men’s Tennis 6 pm 

16 

 

17 

18 

Prayer 915 am  

Service 10 am 

 

19 

Men’s Bible Study 
6 pm 

20 

Prayer 11 am 

Ladies Bible Study 
7 pm 

21 22 

Men’s Tennis 6 pm 

23 

 

24 

25 

Prayer 915 am  

Service 10 am 

Prophetic 
Roundtable 6 pm 

26 

Men’s Bible Study 
6 pm 

 

27 

Prayer 11 am 

Food Pantry 10-12 
pm 

28 

Outpouring 7 pm 

 

 

29 30 31 

MENS BIBLE STUDY  

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY   OUTPOURING  

All men are invited to meet at the Steak N Hoagie in 
Stallings on Mondays at 6PM for fellowship and 
focus on the Word of God. 

MICHAEL ALLEN  
Michael@TwelveStoneConstruction.com 

 All women are invited to join us every other 
Tuesday from 7-9pm for fellowship and time in 
the Word. We will be meeting at Jackie 
Figeuroa’s home. 

 For more details please contact Cyndi Allen 
cyndicallen@gmail.com 

 We pour out and Jesus pours in. Come and be 
refreshed between Sundays as we seek the Lord 
together.  

     

PROPHETIC ROUNDTABLE  FOOD PANTRY  CORPORATE PRAYER 

All are welcome to join us on March 25th at 6 pm, as 
we seek the Lord regarding dreams and visions He 
has provided. Have you gotten a word from the 
Lord or had a dream you weren’t sure about? Come 
and share it! “The spirits of the prophets are subject 
to the prophets” (1 Cor 14:32). 

 Every Tuesday our food pantry is opened from 
10am to 12pm. If you are interested in serving in 
the food pantry, please contact Pastor Jeff.  

 Sunday morning at 915am & Tuesday morning’s at 
11am at the church. Come join us for a great time 
of corporate prayer. God hears and answers prayer! 
Everyone is welcome. 


