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PERFECTING HOLINESS IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD                                  2 CORINTHIANS 7:1  REFINERYCHURCHCLT.COM 

We are all familiar with the parable of the 
prodigal son in Luke 15:11-31. A man had 
two sons, the younger demanded his 
inheritance and the father gave it him. The 
younger son squandered his inheritance and 
eventually returned to his father and 
repented. The father was so happy when his 
lost son returned that he showed his love by 
fully restoring him and throwing a party.  

While it is easy to see the great love that the 
father lavished on the prodigal son, it is easy 
to miss the love that the father also 
demonstrated towards the older son. 

When the older son discovered his brother 
was home and that their father prepared a 
feast for him, the older son became angry 
and refused to go in to the feast. “His father 
came out and pleaded with him” (Luke 
15:28).  

The older son said to his father, 

“These many years I have been serving you; I 
never transgressed your commandment at any 
time; and yet you never gave me a young 
goat, that I might make merry with my friends. 
But as soon as this son of yours came, who has 
devoured your livelihood with harlots, you 
killed the fatted calf for him” (Luke 15:29-30).  

The father replied to his older son in great 
love, “Son, you are always with me, and all 
that I have is yours” (Luke 15:31). 

Many of us were once like the lost son, and 
have been restored to the Father thanks to 
Christ. However, some of us Christians are 
like the older brother and have been serving 
the Lord ‘these many years’ and we are 
disappointed with God. We want to know 
why God hasn’t prepared a feast for us.  

We want to be blessed, so we pray and try 
hard but decide that for some reason God 
has decided not to give us a special blessing.  

We have prayed for a miracle, for 
something important, and because we don’t 
see any results, we blame God. But God 
should not be blamed. 

The older brother thought he was serving his 
father faithfully for many years, but he was 
serving his father from an apparent selfish 
and soulish desire. Although the older 
brother was always with his father, he did not 
enjoy the privilege and honor that was 
available. He did not know that all that his 
father had was available to himself.  

Although the older brother served his father 
for many years, he appeared to live in 
darkness and unbelief. How many of us are 
attempting to serve Father, but do not 
experience the life we want?  Why are we not 
enjoying our privileges of adoption as sons 
and daughters of God? Is it because we don’t 
believe in God’s love and power and 
promises? 

Your Royal Inheritance 
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The older brother never received a feast from 
his father because he never asked him for 
one. He never asked his father because he 
never believed that he would receive it. The 
older son served his father in ignorance of 
what was available to him all the time. Our 
Father has given us all that He can possibly 
give: Himself, through His only Son and His 
Holy Spirit. 

Jesus declared that He is with us always 
(Matt 28:20) and He “will never leave you nor 
forsake you” (Heb 13:5). If we are not 
enjoying an unceasing presence with the 
Father which has been promised to us, then 
it is because we do not believe in the promise 
or we do not want it. The Lord has a 
promised land for all of us in this life; a 
destiny for our life to be lived according to 
His will.  

The Israelites had a Promised Land, and 
many didn’t enter because of their unbelief. 
It was their God-given destiny and 
inheritance after being freed from slavery in 
Egypt to enter the Promised Land. Only two 
of the twelve spies, Joshua and Caleb, 
believed that they could enter the promised 
land and they eventually did, forty years 
later. The rest of the spies and everyone 
twenty years and older died in the 
wilderness. God had performed many 
miracles as He sent the plagues into Egypt 
and protected His people, He had parted the 
Red Sea and destroyed the Egyptian army, 
and He had fed them with bread from 
heaven, but they did not believe and so 
they never fulfilled their destiny. 

One component of our soul is our will which 
has been given to us by God. We are free to 
use that will to believe His promises or not. 
The prodigal son was required to repent to 
return to his father. If we are like the older 
son, we also must repent for our unbelief, so 
we will be restored to the Father. Although 
we have confessed our sin and come to 
Christ, if we are not enjoying our salvation 
today and living a holy life free from sin and 
darkness and unbelief, then we must repent.  

“Now may the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace in believing, that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit” (Rom 15:13). 

We can read the Bible, tithe, attend church, 
serve in a ministry, but we will not overcome 
sin and darkness if we are not living in the 
Holy Spirit. Jesus said, “If anyone desires to 
come after Me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow Me” (Matt 16:24).  

 

If we want more of God, we need to ask 
ourselves who we are living for: Him or 
ourselves? We can either deny ourselves or 
we can deny Christ. Sometimes we must 
come to the end of ourselves to give up 
everything to God. Only when we empty our 
hearts completely, can God fill us with 
Himself completely with His Spirit.  

If you believe that you have been bought and 
washed by the blood of Christ, but are not 
living as you should and if you are under the 
power of sin and flesh then the only correct 
response if to come back to Jesus and 
confess. Sometimes we need to simply 
confess that although we say we believe, we 
have not loved God as we should. Maybe you 
have believed and begun to follow God and 
He has taken you out of slavery and bondage 
to sin, just like Israel left Egypt, but you have 
not yet entered your Promised Land.  

If you are still wandering in the desert, in 
the wilderness, are you ready to leave? Are 
you ready to begin living life totally for God, 
and experience unceasing fellowship with 
Him? Only through unbroken fellowship and 
unceasing prayer can we be free from sin and 
darkness. Although “the flesh lusts against 
the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh” we 
can be led by the Spirit and walk in the Spirit 
and not fulfill the lust of the flesh (Gal 5:16-
17).  

Only through the power of the Holy Spirit 
and constant, unceasing fellowship with 
God, can we every overcome sin and 
temptation. God wants us to walk in the 
light as His healthy children, but we cannot 
be totally healthy unless we are totally filled 
with His Spirit. This means that we don’t just 
give up sin, but we must give up ourselves 
completely to Him. We must give up our 
thoughts, desires, and will to Him.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We can’t enjoy our old life and have a sinful 
and worldly walk and at the same time enjoy 
Jesus’ comfort, presence, and love. 

“He who says he abides in Him ought himself 
to walk just as He walked” (1 John 2:6). 

Our Father is pleading with us to come and 
dine with Him. He says that we are always 
with Him, and all that He has is ours. Father 
God has given us His Son, and Jesus promises 
to be with us every moment through His 
Spirit dwelling within our hearts.  

If you are not living for your Father and 
enjoying His presence and promises, you can 
return to Him today. You can come to Father 
with His open arms and give yourself 
completely to Him.  

Let’s give ourselves completely to our 
Maker and Savior who has given Himself 
completely to us as our royal inheritance.  

If you don’t know what to say to Him, you 
can begin here: “Lord, forgive me for not 
living for you but living for myself. I don’t 
want to resist You any longer, my life is Yours 
totally and completely. Lord, I give you all 
authority and permission to have Your will 
and way with my life. I release all control to 
You, God. I am Yours and You are mine. I 
claim every promise of inheritance and 
righteousness and holiness You have for me 
now, according to your Word, in the name of 
Christ Jesus, by the power of the Holy Spirit. I 
pray that You would keep me Lord, and that 
You would never leave me or forsake me. All 
I have is yours.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ISAIAH 44:22 

I have blotted out, like a thick cloud, your transgressions, 

And like a cloud, your sins. 

Return to Me, for I have redeemed you. 
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Requests & Needs 

Please pray for our brothers and sisters who 
need a touch from the Lord in their bodies. 
Pray for Neal Zimmerman, Jane Vincent, 
Gerald Broome, and Jo Ginn to be restored 
and healed in their bodies. Continue to pray 
for Ellie Werner as the Lord works in her to 
bring healing.  

Pray for the leadership at TRC as we head 
into 2018. Pray for wisdom and clarity as we 
see the will of Jesus and His heart for the 
bride in 2018 and beyond.  

Always pray for our missionaries too! For 
John & Joanne Cava, Ben & Susan Hoar and 
Brian & Marybeth Stubenrauch of WOC. Pray 
for Chandy & Sarah Thomas, Phil & Kaye 
Plowman and John & Jeanne Weaver too.  

As the Lord expands our heart this year, 
please pray for Iceland and Ukraine too! 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 

There are several opportunities to volunteer 
and serve in our Children’s Ministry, Fuel 
Kids, as well as Joseph’s Food Pantry and the 
Worship Team. If you are interested or would 
like more info on where you can get plugged 
in, please send an email to Pastor Jeff. 

jeff@refinerychurchclt.com 

 

Joseph’s Food Pantry 

 “Every man shall give as he is able, 
according to the blessing of the LORD 
your God which He has given you” 
(Deut 16:17). 

Joseph’s food pantry is continuing to bless 
and feed the hungry in and around our 
community. This ministry is supported 
through your generous donations. Please 
continue to bring your dry and canned goods 
and if you’d like to serve with your time, we 
could use more volunteers in our staff. Thank 
you!  

 

 

ISAIAH 44:3 

For I will pour water on him who is thirsty, 

And floods on the dry ground; 

I will pour My Spirit on your descendants, 

And My blessing on your offspring 

Updates and Requests 
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January 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 

 

3 

Outpouring 7pm 

4 

Ladies Regifting 
Party 7pm  

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

Prayer 915am  

Service 10am 

8 

Corporate Fast 

9 

 Corporate Fast 

Prayer 11am 

Women’s Bible 
Study 7pm 

10 

Corporate Fast 

11 

 Corporate Fast 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

12 

 Corporate Fast 

 

13 

 Corporate Fast 

14 

Prayer 915am  

Service 10am 

Potluck following 
service 

15 16 

Prayer 11am 

 

17 

Outpouring 7pm 

18 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

19 

 

20 

21 

Prayer 915am  

Service 10am 

22 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

23 

Prayer 11am 

Women’s Bible 
Study 7pm 

24 25 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

26 27 

28 

Prayer 915am  

Service 10am 

29 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

 

30 

Prayer 11am 

 

31 

Outpouring 7pm 

 

   

MENS BIBLE STUDY  

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY   OUTPOURING  

All men are invited to meet at the Steak N Hoagie in 
Stallings on Mondays at 6PM for fellowship and 
focus on the Word of God. 

MICHAEL ALLEN  
Michael@TwelveStoneConstruction.com 

 All women are invited to join us every other 
Tuesday from 7-9pm for fellowship and time in 
the Word. We will be meeting at Jackie 
Figeuroa’s home. 

 For more details please contact Cyndi Allen 
cyndicallen@gmail.com 

 We pour out and Jesus pours in. Come and be 
refreshed between Sundays as we seek the Lord 
together.  

     

CORPORATE FAST  FOOD PANTRY  CORPORATE PRAYER 

Please join us the week of January 8th as we fast and 
seek the Lord for vision and direction for the church. 
Feel free to fast from food, electronics, or whatever 
it is the Lord puts on your heart. Your fast can last 
hours, a day, or the whole week. 

 Every Tuesday our food pantry is opened from 
10am to 12pm. If you are interested in serving in 
the food pantry, please contact Pastor Jeff.  

 Sunday morning at 915am & Tuesday morning’s at 
11am. Come join us for a great time of corporate 
prayer. God hears and answers prayer! Everyone is 
welcome. 


