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PERFECTING HOLINESS IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD                                  2 CORINTHIANS 7:1  REFINERYCHURCHCLT.COM 

By Louis D’Elia 

When I was seven years old, my mom led me 
in a prayer on my knees next to my bed. I 
remember asking Jesus to come into my 
heart and that after praying, I knew that I 
was now a Christian. However, at that point I 
don’t know if I really understood what sin 
was or that I had committed sin, or that I 
even needed forgiveness for anything. 
Growing up, I attended many churches 
sporadically and read the bible occasionally, 
but I did not have a personal relationship 
with Jesus. I prayed to Him when I needed 
help, usually after getting myself into some 
serious trouble caused by my sin.  

When I did read Scripture as a young man, I 
would come across a verse like, “No one, 
having put his hand to the plow, and looking 
back, if fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 
9:62). After reading this I would feel 
conviction and wonder if I was even saved.  

 

I remember reading Hebrews and thinking 
that there was no hope for me. “For it is 
impossible for those who were enlightened, 
and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have 
become partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have 
tasted the good word of God and the powers 
of the age to come, if they fall away, to renew 
them again to repentance, since they crucify 
again for themselves the Son of God, and put 
Him to an open shame” (Heb 6:4-6).  

As I grew older I began to clearly understand 
what sin is. I knew when I committed sin that 
it was wrong, I would feel shame and 
conviction, yet I didn’t change. I was a slave 
to sin, and sin was my master. Anytime I 
heard a preacher lead people in a prayer of 
salvation, I would sincerely pray it too.  

I must have gotten saved over 100 times. I 
figured if I was really a Christian then I 
wouldn’t sin. 

 

 I would follow every altar call and take every 
opportunity to give myself to Christ. Yet I still 
found myself unable to overcome sin. I knew 
what was right, but I chose to rebel against 
God and do what I knew was wrong.  

At 28 years old, my life looked pretty good 
on the outside but inside I was a mess. I was 
married with a baby daughter and serving in 
the Marine Corps flying F/A-18’s while 
stationed in Japan. I had what was supposed 
to be the greatest and coolest dream job in 
the world. 

I was a fighter pilot who made plenty of 
money, received respect from enlisted 
Marines who saluted me, and I got to fly an 
incredible machine every day. But inside I 
was empty and not satisfied.  

 

 

“Tell what great things God has done for you”  
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I used to drink with the rest of the pilots in 
my squadron every weekend at the Officer’s 
Club while leaving my wife home alone with 
our baby.  I would come home drunk and 
pass out on the couch. I remember being 
hungover every Saturday morning since 
college.  

Eventually, my drinking got me into serious 
trouble after getting into a fight with another 
Marine while on a military exercise in 
Australia. The Australian police brought me 
to the hospital to get staples in my head for a 
cut from the fight. I was restricted to base 
and forbidden from drinking by my 
Commanding Officer. I had worked so hard 
to become what I thought I wanted to be, a 
Marine Corps F/A-18 pilot, but I was really a 
mess and tired of it. My dream job did not 
satisfy me, only God could do that. 

The life-altering experience I needed and the 
encounter with God that I was seeking began 
a few weeks later in a similar way as my first 
prayer 21 years earlier. I was tired of trying to 
be a good Christian and failing. I found 
myself alone one night in a military barracks 
room in Okinawa. I got on my knees at the 
side of the bed and confessed all my sin to 
God. I had always asked Him for forgiveness 
after sinning, but this time I truly repented. I 
had come to the end of myself. I really 
wanted to change, and I finally knew I could 
not do it alone. On my knees alone, I poured 
out my heart to God. While I knelt praying 
with my eyes closed, I felt the atmosphere in 
the room change. I felt a powerful and 
tangible Great Presence enter the room. I 
knew that this presence was above me, over 
the bed. Suddenly, I began to feel like I was 
shrinking. I started to feel that I was 
physically very small, like a little mouse even 
though I knew I was still the same size. I 
didn’t hear a voice or see a vision, but I knew 
that Something Awesome was in the room.  

I had invited the Lord into my life and at that 
moment He allowed me to feel His awesome 
presence. I was overwhelmed and for the first 
time, I began to understand the fear of the 
Lord. God is so much bigger than us and 
when we are in His presence, there is nothing 
greater. I had humbled myself before My 
Creator and He blessed me with His presence 
and the experience of feeling close to Him. 
Any doubts I may have had about His 
existence and power were gone. I was too 
scared to open my eyes, unsure of what I 
might see. After a while, the presence began 
to fade, and I found myself experiencing a 
new peace in my heart that I did not know 
before. I finally believed that I was truly 
forgiven of all of my sin and that the Lord 
really loved me.  

My life slowly began to change after this 
experience. I wasn’t interested in drinking 
anymore and I cared less about what people 
thought of me. I knew that God loved me, 
and He was changing and softening my 
heart. The Lord brought me into an English-
speaking church in Japan where I 
experienced fellowship and encouragement 
from other believers. 

 I noticed that my fellow pilots did not find 
me as amusing as I once was and quit inviting 
me to go out partying with them. The Lord 
gave me new godly friends and mentors. He 
brought me hope through His Word. I no 
longer felt accused when I read Scripture, but 
instead received encouragement from God.  

Now, I was no longer living a life filled with 
sin. Although I may still sin, sin is no longer 
my master, Jesus is my Master and my 
Friend. I know now that “if anyone sins, we 
have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous” (1 John 2:1). Jesus Christ is our 
Advocate, seated at the right hand of Father 
God, interceding for us. Not only that, but we 
have the Spirit of Christ and Father, joined to 
our spirit within our heart. “The Spirit also 
helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know 
what we should pray for as we ought, but the 
Spirit Himself makes intercession for us…” 
(Rom 8:26).  

We have two Intercessors and they are 
both God! Jesus is in heaven praying and 
interceding for us and the Holy Spirit is 
within our heart praying and interceding for 
us. All we need to do is obey His gentle 
leading and we will overcome all temptation 
and sin and find ourselves walking with God. 
The Lord loves you so much that He died for 
you and took your sin upon Himself and 
replaced you with Himself on the cross. By 
the power of His blood and His sacrifice, all of 
your sin is forgiven.  

 “If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus 
and believe in your heart that God has raised 
Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Rom 
10:9). Salvation begins now, it is not only the 
salvation from eternal death, it is salvation 
from a present death that comes from sin in 
your life. God wants you to live a 
triumphant and victorious life. We were 
“created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand that we should walk 
in them” (Eph 2:10).  

God sent His Son to die for us not only so 
that we could be with Him forever in eternity, 
but so that we could walk in fellowship with 
Him today in this life and help Him build His 
kingdom on earth.  

 

“For the earth will be filled with the knowledge 
of the glory of the LORD, as waters cover the 
sea” (Hab 2:14). We are image-bearers of 
God, created by Him, and as followers of 
Christ we are called to be a light in darkness 
and to go and make disciples of all the 
nations (Matt 28:18). 

If you are not building God’s kingdom, and 
you believe that your life is not the way God 
intended, go to the Lord. God has created 
you for a purpose, both in your life here on 
earth and for eternal life in heaven. He has 
good works for you to do and you are so 
important to Him and to His Kingdom. He 
loves you and wants your life to be filled with 
blessing and goodness. If that is not your 
experience, ask Him to show you what needs 
to be changed. If there is a sin in your life that 
has conquered you, Jesus wants to free you.  
If you are feeling accused, that is not coming 
from the Lord. Ask Jesus what He would like 
you to give up to Him. He is good and faithful 
and there are great rewards in being 
obedient to our Father. 

“The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring 
forever; the judgements of the LORD are true 
and righteous altogether. More to be desired 
are they than gold, Yea, than much fine gold; 
sweeter than honey and the honeycomb. 
Moreover by them Your servant is warned, and 
in keeping them there is great reward” (Psalm 
19:9-11). 

Your testimony is powerful. The Lord has 
done great things for all of us. Share your 
testimony. If you have something great that 
the Lord has done in your life and you would 
like to share it here, please email me: 

louis@refinerychurchclt.com. 

God Bless You! 

 

 

LUKE 8:38-39 

Jesus sent him away, saying, 
“Return to your own house, and 
tell what great things God has 
done for you.”  

And he went his way and 
proclaimed throughout the whole 
city what great things Jesus had 
done for him. 

 

mailto:louis@refinerychurchclt.com
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Requests & Needs 

Please pray that the Holy Spirit would 
descend upon the households with comfort  
and peace for those who have lost their 
beloved recently: Michael Allen and Brooke 
Aherns both lost their fathers, and Judy 
Tyndall lost her husband. Please pray for 
comfort and healing for our brothers and 
sisters in the Lord who need a touch from 
Jesus in their bodies. Pray for Jane Vincent, 
Gerald Broome, Neal Zimmerman, Monique 
Schaefer, Ellie Werner, Jo Ginn, and Juanita 
Aldridge to be restored and healed in their 
bodies. 

Pray for the leadership at TRC; for wisdom 
and clarity as we see the will of Jesus and His 
heart for the bride.  

Always pray for our missionaries too! For 
John & Joanne Cava, Ben & Susan Hoar and 
Brian & Marybeth Stubenrauch of WOC. Pray 
for Chandy & Sarah Thomas, Phil & Kaye 
Plowman and John & Jeanne Weaver.  

“The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous 
man avails much” (James 5:16). 

We need your help! 

There are several opportunities to volunteer 
and serve in our Children’s Ministry, Fuel 
Kids, as well as Joseph’s Food Pantry and the 
Worship Team. If you are interested or would 
like more info on where you can get plugged 
in, please send an email to Pastor Jeff. 

jeff@refinerychurchclt.com 

 

Joseph’s Food Pantry 

 “Every man shall give as he is able, 
according to the blessing of the LORD 
your God which He has given you” 
(Deut 16:17). 

Joseph’s food pantry keeps growing and 
feeds the hungry in and around Mint Hill. The 
pantry is supported through your generous 
donations. Please continue to bring your dry 
and canned goods as an offering to God 
which is used to display His love to others. 
Thank you!  

 

Ministry Trips 

Quebec City: 

Dates: 6/22-26 (Friday to Tuesday)  

**Dates may change slightly due to the 
schedules of the churches we're working 
with.  

Cost: $775 (approx) 

Cost includes airfare, lodging, transportation 
and some meals 

Itinerary: TBD based on the needs of our 
host churches. Our trips always include 
worship and prayer/prophetic ministry, so 
plan on that at a minimum.  

***There will be some free time to explore 
the Old City, it's amazing.  

-------------------------------------------------------- 

With Gerald Broome and Quest Ministries: 

Outer Banks NC 7/7-13 Cost TBD 

Cherokee People Mission 8/11-18 Cost TBD 

Mexico 10/23-11/1 Cost TBD 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

With John Cava and World Outreach 
Center: 

Rome & Quaglietta Italy 8/2-14 Cost $2400 

Juarez Mexico 12/6-12 Cost $775 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

MARK 6:12-13 

So they went out and preached that people should 

repent. 

And they cast out many demons, and anointed with oil 

many who were sick, and healed them. 

Updates and Requests 
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February 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

 

 1 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

Prayer 915am  

Service 10am 
 
 
 

5 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

6 

Women’s Bible 
Study 7pm 

7 8 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

9 

 

10 

11 

Please join us as 
Ben Hoar visits 

Prayer 915am  

Service 10am 

12 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

13 

 

14 

Outpouring 7pm 

 

15 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

16 

 

17 

18 

Prayer 915am  

Service 10am 

 

19 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

20 

Women’s Bible 
Study 7pm 

21 22 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

23 

Coffeehouse 7pm 

24 

25 

Prayer 915am  

Service 10am 

26 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

 

27 

 

28 

Outpouring 7pm 

 

 

   

MENS BIBLE STUDY  

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY   OUTPOURING  

All men are invited to meet at the Steak N Hoagie in 
Stallings on Mondays at 6PM for fellowship and 
focus on the Word of God. 

MICHAEL ALLEN  
Michael@TwelveStoneConstruction.com 

 All women are invited to join us every other 
Tuesday from 7-9pm for fellowship and time in 
the Word. We will be meeting at Jackie 
Figeuroa’s home. 

 For more details please contact Cyndi Allen 
cyndicallen@gmail.com 

 We pour out and Jesus pours in. Come and be 
refreshed between Sundays as we seek the Lord 
together.  

     

COFFEEHOUSE  FOOD PANTRY  CORPORATE PRAYER 

We are excited to have our first Coffeehouse on Feb 
23rd at 7pm. Join us for refreshments and fellowship. 
We will have an open mic where anyone is welcome 
to preform music, poetry or comedy. This will be 
followed by a game of trivia. Join us for fun!  

 Every Tuesday our food pantry is opened from 
10am to 12pm. If you are interested in serving in 
the food pantry, please contact Pastor Jeff.  

 Sunday morning at 915am & Tuesday morning’s at 
11am at the church. Come join us for a great time 
of corporate prayer. God hears and answers prayer! 
Everyone is welcome. 


