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PERFECTING HOLINESS IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD                                  2 CORINTHIANS 7:1  REFINERYCHURCHCLT.COM 

Jesus’ command to His disciples at the 
beginning of His ministry was “Follow Me” 
(John 1:43). When Jesus was preparing to 
leave and die and go to be with Father, He 
gave a new command: “Abide in Me, and I in 
you” (John 15:4). Christians who have 
decided to follow Jesus trust Him for their 
eternal salvation and forgiveness of sin. 
However, many Christians lack the intimate 
fellowship of abiding in Him. Do you ever find 
yourself placing more faith in yourself than in 
Christ? Is it possible to trust Jesus too 
much? 

So many Christians are unaware of the full 
salvation that is available. It’s not just getting 
to heaven, it is having a completely 
triumphant and victorious life today. At the 
first moment of coming to Christ, a 
transformation begins in the Christian’s life 
and our hearts are filled with joy and love as 
we believe and trust that Jesus is the Son of 
God and that He truly loves us.  

We are confident of our eternal life and that 
we have been forgiven of sin and will dwell in 
eternity with God. 

As time goes by, many Christians’ initial 
love and joy begin to fade. There are 
disappointments and failures that were 
unexpected. Suddenly an old sin may creep 
into our lives that we thought was gone, or 
perhaps a new sin. After repenting and 
praying, we promise God that it will never 
happen again. We purpose in our will to 
remain holy and true to the Lord.  

However, after a time, we stumble and fall 
again. Has this ever happened to you?  

You know that Christ dwells in you and you 
believe that with Jesus helping you, you can 
live a holy life. Despite this belief, you sin 
again and eventually conclude that you 
cannot be expected to live a perfect life. 

 

 Paul describes this Christian experience: 

“For what I am doing, I do not understand. For 
what I will to do, that I do not practice; but 
what I hate, that I do” (Rom 7:15). 

As a Christian striving to live a holy life, Paul 
seeks to free himself from this power of sin 
and finds a conflict inside: “I find then a law, 
that evil is present with me, the one who wills 
to do good. For I delight in the law of God 
according to the inward man. But I see another 
law in my members, warring against the law of 
my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the 
law of sin which is in my members. O wretched 
man that I am! Who will deliver me from this 
body of death?” (Rom 7:21-25). 

Instead of experiencing a life of triumphant 
victory, life becomes a series of failures of sin 
and you despair. You want to do your best 
but don’t expect to get very far.  

 

Abide in Me  
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Eventually, you decide that it is impossible to 
live a perfect and sinless life despite your 
most sincere desire to do so. But Jesus says it 
is possible and He gives us hope. Jesus said, 
“The things which are impossible with men 
are possible with God” (Luke 18:27).  

The cause of our failure and sin is because we 
want to help God work out our salvation. 
However, we are completely helpless, and 
we must let God do the work. Jesus said that 
“without Me you can do nothing” (John 
15:5). It is impossible for us to succeed in our 
strength, but all things are possible with God.  

Although we have the Holy Spirit within us, 
we allow our flesh to rule our life. We need 
something more than to simply desire to live 
a life pleasing to God. We must allow the 
Spirit of God to lead us and we need God to 
do the work in us. “For it is God who works 
in you both to will and to do for His good 
pleasure” (Phil 2:13). 

The Galatians tried to help God work out 
their salvation in their own strength and Paul 
asked them, “Having begun in the Spirit, are 
you now being made perfect by the flesh?” 
(Gal 3:3). After following Jesus, the Galatians 
had begun to try to serve God in their own 
strength. Paul commanded them to “walk in 
the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of 
the flesh” (Gal 5:16).  

The key to a victorious life in Christ is 
through the absolute surrender to Him and 
yielding ourselves completely to His Holy 
Spirit. This is how we will be restored. We 
must first return to where we were before we 
wandered away. When we first came to 
Christ, we acknowledged that He alone had 
the power to save us. What we have tried to 
do later in our own strength, trusting in 
ourselves will always fail. Only Christ can 
save us, and He cannot fail.  

If your life is not lived under the power of the 
Holy Spirit every day, are you willing to give 
up on yourself and your own strength to the 
power of the Holy Spirit? We can consecrate 
ourselves, but we will continue to fail. Only 
God can consecrate us and seal us through 
His Holy Spirit. It is God who will keep us, 
because He is the only One powerful 
enough to do it. We are “kept by the power 
of God through faith” (1 Pet 1:5). God tells us 
He has the power and He asks us to have 
faith in Him. Our duty is to believe, to trust, 
to totally depend and rely upon Him to do 
the work in our lives. We are helpless without 
Him.  

 

Is there any sin that God cannot keep you 
free committing? No. God can keep you 
from every sin. “The LORD is your keeper” (Ps 
121:5).   

It is God’s responsibility to keep us and it is 
our responsibility is to have faith to expect 
Him to keep us. If we continue to trust in 
ourselves, in our strength and in our will 
power, we will fail. It is only by 
acknowledging our powerlessness through 
the death of our self that we can have 
salvation. “For he who has died has been freed 
from sin” (Rom 6:7).  

Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the 
branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, 
bears much fruit; for without Me you can do 
nothing” (John 15:5). 

A branch of a vine can do nothing without 
the vine. The branch simply rests in the vine 
and receives the life-giving sap from the vine. 
The vine does all the work in this 
relationship. The vine must dig its roots deep 
into the soil to find nutrients and water. The 
flow from the vine to the branch is 
continuous and uninterrupted. It is the 
nutrients from the vine flowing in the sap to 
the branch which will eventually produce the 
fruit. The branch does not produce any fruit 
without the vine and the vine does not 
produce any fruit without the branches.  

We are the branches, Jesus is the vine, and 
the Holy Spirit is the sap that flows from Him 
through us. Father God is the vinedresser 
who tends the garden.  

Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and My Father 
is the vinedresser. Every branch that bears 
fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 
You are already clean because of the word 
which I have spoken to you. Abide in Me, and 
I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you, unless you abide in Me” (John 15:1-4).  

Father God has chosen you, He has selected 
you and created a place for you in His garden. 
He loves you so much that He cut His Son, 
Jesus, so that you could be grafted in. Father 
made a perfect cut and placed you in Christ. 
You have been joined to the eternal and 
infinite Son of God. The communion with 
Father and Christ is complete through the 
Holy Spirit. “He who is joined to the Lord is 
one spirit with Him” (1 Cor 6:17).  

Jesus has humbled Himself to the point 
where He laid down His life so that you may 
be joined to Him. Although Jesus is God, He 
has chosen that the only way He can bear 
any fruit is through you, His branches.  

In order to fulfill your destiny and enter into 
your promised land you must seek Him with 
your whole heart. His Spirit dwells in your 
heart and He asks you to seek Him with your 
whole heart. 

This means we must have capacity created 
within our hearts. There is no room for the 
Lord to operate fully when our hearts are 
filled with idols, lies, falsehood, and self-
reliance, self-confidence, and independence. 
He can free us from these things, but we 
must give Him permission.  

It is as though Jesus is saying to you, “I stand 
at the door and knock. I am waiting for you 
to invite Me in. Then, My Father and I will 
make our home with you and love you. You 
have already received the forgiveness of sin 
and the promise of eternal life. This salvation 
is true and guaranteed, but you have 
salvation from the life you live now in the 
flesh. There is not only an eternal salvation 
but a present salvation. This present 
salvation frees you completely from sin and 
darkness. You must come and receive your 
daily portion of manna, the Living Bread. Let 
Me fill you and satisfy you completely. Let 
Me anoint your mind and renew it with My 
thoughts as My Word washes over you. Allow 
My Word to fill you. Meditate on My 
promises and thoughts. Fill your heart with 
Scripture. Ask me to enlighten the eyes of 
your heart and illuminate Scripture. I am 
Holy, I am a consuming fire. Allow Me to 
refine and purify you. Allow yourself to be 
pruned by Me. This is chastening, and I 
chasten My children whom I love. You are the 
recipient of an eternal kingdom which cannot 
be shaken. Allow Me to prepare you to 
receive it. Allow Me to make you a partaker 
of My holiness. Endure this chastening and 
you will yield the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness. I will train you. It begins and 
ends with Me. Praying in the Spirit, walking 
in the Spirit, abiding in Christ. This is how you 
will become a partaker of My holiness and 
you will yield the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness.” 

Let us thank God, our faithful keeper and 
totally surrender to Him. He is faithful and 
true and will keep everyone of His promises. 
We can believe God to provide not only an 
eternal salvation, but a present salvation 
freeing us from darkness and sin today. We 
have the power through the Holy Spirt to “be 
perfect, just as your Father in heaven is 
perfect” (Matt 5:48). Our only requirement is 
to believe and have faith in the One who 
promises us, the One who has saved us. Have 
faith in God who has made you to keep you 
and abide in Him and He in you.  
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Requests & Needs 

Please pray for Ellie Werner and Jo Ellen Ginn 
to receive healing in their bodies. Also pray 
for Deb Kristianson and April MacGeorge to 
be healed too.  

Please pray for Gerald Broome as he is in 
Mexico training pastors. Pray for John & 
Joanne Cava of WOC, Ben & Susan Hoar and 
Brian & Marybeth Stubenrauch serving with 
WOC in Thailand.  

Pray for John Weaver as he ministers in the 
1040 window. Also pray for Phil Plowman 
and Yuhuu as they head to Southeast Asia 
and for Chandy & Sarah Thomas. 

 

 

Serve the Lord 

We have several opportunities to serve the 
Lord and His bride. We have needs for 
volunteers from the Children’s Ministry to 
the Worship Team and many more. Please 
let Pastor Jeff know if you would like to get 
involved. 

jeff@refinerychurchclt.com 

 

Joseph’s Food Pantry 

“But do not forget to do good and to 
share, for with such sacrifices God is 
well pleased” (Heb 13:16). 

Joseph’s food pantry is growing. Our church 
feeds many families in need every week. 
Please continue to donate your dry goods 
and express the love of God to others.  

 

 

PSALM 121:1-2 

I will lift up my eyes to the hills— 

From whence comes my help? 

My help comes from the LORD, 

Who made heaven and earth. 

 

MALACHI 3:16 

So a book of remembrance was written before Him 

For those who fear the LORD 

And who meditate on His name. 

Updates and Requests 
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November 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

Outpouring 7pm 

 

2 

WOC National 
Conference 7pm 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

 

3 

WOC National 
Conference 7pm 

4 

WOC National 
Conference 10am, 
2pm, & 7pm 

5 

Daylight Savings 

Prayer 915am  

Service 10am 

6 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

7 

Prayer 11am   
Food Pantry 
10am-12pm  

Women’s Bible 
Study 7pm 

8 

 

9 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

 

10 

 

11 

12 

Prayer 915am  

Service 10am 

13 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

14 

Prayer 11am 

Food Pantry 
10am-12pm  

15 

Outpouring 7pm 

16 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

 

17 

 

18 

19 

Prayer 915am  

Service 10am 

20 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm  

21 

Prayer 11am                    
Food Pantry 
10am-12pm  

Women’s Bible 
Study 7pm 

22 

 

23 

Thanksgiving 

24 25 

26 

Prayer 915am  

Service 10am 

27 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

 

28 

Prayer 11am 

Food Pantry 
10am-12pm  

29 

Outpouring 7pm 

30 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

  

MENS BIBLE STUDY  

 

MISSIONS CONFERENCE   FOOD PANTRY 

All men are invited to meet at the Steak N Hoagie in 
Stallings on Mondays at 6PM for fellowship and 
focus on the Word of God. 

MICHAEL ALLEN  
Michael@TwelveStoneConstruction.com 

 Join us November 2nd-4th for the World 
Outreach Center Conference. This is a great 
time to be encouraged about what God is doing 
in the church around the world. For more details 
go to www.worldoutreachcommunity.org 

 Every Tuesday our food pantry is opened from 
10am to 12pm. If you are interested in serving in 
the food pantry please contact Pastor Jeff. 

     

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  OUTPOURING  CORPORATE PRAYER 

All women are invited to join us every other Tuesday 
from 7-9pm for fellowship and time in the Word. We 
will be meeting at Jackie Figeuroa’s home. For more 
details please contact Cyndi Allen 
cyndicallen@gmail.com 

 We pour out and Jesus pours in….Come and be 
refreshed between Sundays as we seek the Lord 
together. Please join us early on October 18th for 
dinner.  Everyone is invited! 

 Sunday morning at 915am & Tuesday morning’s at 
11am. Come join us for a great time of corporate 
prayer. God hears and answers prayer! Everyone is 
welcome. 


