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PERFECTING HOLINESS IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD                                  2 CORINTHIANS 7:1  REFINERYCHURCHCLT.COM 

After Jesus resurrected from the dead, He 
appeared to His disciples and taught them 
for “forty days and speaking of the things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3). 
When it was time for Him to depart and 
return to the Father, Jesus promised that “I 
am with you always, even to the end of the 
age” (Matt 28:20).  

The promise of God never leaving is not a 
new one. This same promise was given by 
God to the nation of Israel as they prepared 
to enter into the Promised Land: “The LORD 
is your God, He is the One who goes with you. 
He will not leave you or forsake you” (Deut 
31:6). There is nowhere we can hide from the 
Lord. 

 “’Can anyone hide himself in secret places, so I 
shall not see him?’ says the Lord; ‘Do I not fill 
heaven and earth?’” (Jer 23:24).  

King David recognized that the Lord was 
always present: 

 “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where 
can I flee from Your presence?” (Ps 139:7-8) 

So how is God with us? How is Jesus able to 
be with us always if He is seated at the right 
hand of the Father?  

The answer is the Holy Spirit. It is the Spirit of 
Christ, His very own Holy Spirit which dwells 
in our bodies with us and gives us life (Rom 
8:9-11).  

The Holy Spirit is not silent. He speaks, and 
He is always speaking. When Paul and the 
church leaders were fasting, and ministering 
to the Lord, “the Holy Spirit said, ‘Now 
separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work to which I have called them.’” (Acts 
13:2).  

It was the Holy Spirit Himself who spoke to 
these prophets and teachers to lead Paul and 
Barnabas on their next mission for the Lord.  

God is always speaking to you through His 
Holy Spirit within you. When your conscience 
tells you that something is right or wrong, 
that is the Lord speaking to your heart. It is 
the witness of the Holy Spirit within your 
heart (Rom 9:1).  

When you perceive an intuitive thought or a 
spontaneous thought suddenly appears in 
your mind that reveals something you didn’t 
notice or know before, that is the Spirit of 
God inside of you (Mark 2:8, 1 Cor 2:10). 

When you are totally engaged in worship or 
prayer and begin to experience fellowship 
and communion with God, you are sensing 
and hearing from His Spirit (John 4:24, Eph 
6:18, Rom 1:9). 

Conscience, intuition, and communion are 
three aspects of your spirit which is joined 
and made one with the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 
6:17). God speaks to you through His Spirit 
using these components of your spirit. 

I am with you always 
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When John was in the Spirit and visiting the 
throne room of heaven, he saw “seven lamps 
of fire were burning before the throne, which 
are the seven Spirits of God” (Rev 4:5).  God 
revealed to Isaiah that these seven Spirits 
represent the Spirit of the LORD, the Spirit of 
wisdom, the Spirit of understanding, the 
Spirit of counsel, the Spirit of might, the 
Spirit of knowledge, and the Spirit of the fear 
of the LORD (Is 11:2).  

These are the natures and aspects of the 
Holy Spirit who dwells in your heart (Eph 
3:17, 2 Cor 1:22, Gal 4:6). Therefore, when 
you feel your heart burning and bearing 
witness to something you see the Lord 
doing, it is God speaking to by His Holy 
Spirit. 

Not only do we have the Holy Spirit dwelling 
inside of our hearts, He is listening to us, 
speaking to us, and leading us. He also uses 
us to speak His words. In fact, Jesus said that 
when persecuted, we shouldn’t worry about 
what to say because we have the Holy Spirit 
and “it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of 
your Father who speaks in you” (Matt 10:19).  

The Lord speaks in many ways. God has 
provided the Bible to reveal Himself and His 
nature to us. God will speak to you through 
His Word. Scripture should be our 
foundation to discern what His voice sounds 
like. Godly thoughts, desires, and feelings 
bubbling up from within are one way God 
speaks to us through His Holy Spirit. 
Throughout Scripture, God also chose to 
reveal Himself and the thoughts of the heart 
through dreams and visions. Sometimes God 
sends messengers in the form of angels or 
other people or simply uses the 
circumstances and experiences of life to get 
our attention. 

 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever” (Heb 13:8). God is speaking to 
you today just as He has spoken to all His 
children in the past. 

The questions we need to ask ourselves are, 
“Am I listening to the still, small voice of 
God?  

Am I receptive to what the Lord is saying to 
me?  

Am I obeying what the Lord has asked me to 
do?” 

 If the answer is no, then why? Who or what 
are you listening to instead? What is so 
important that requires us to tune out the 
voice of God? Is it the cares of life, the 
distractions of the world? 

 

We are slaves of who we obey (Rom 6:16). If 
we are not obeying the Lord, then we are 
serving our flesh and sin. There is freedom in 
obedience. The Lord has a destiny and a 
Promised Land for everyone in this life and in 
eternity.  

We have already received assurance of an 
eternal salvation and continual communion 
with God when we enter heaven at the end 
of this life. We also have the promise of a 
present salvation and continual communion 
today, in our present life and this is what the 
Lord desires in all of our lives.  

The Lord tells us to not quench the Spirit but 
to rejoice always, pray without ceasing, and 
give thanks in all things for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus in you (1 Thess 5:16-19).  

Thankfully, God is merciful, kind, and 
forgiving beyond measure. If we have 
neglected to listen to His voice, if we have 
stumbled, we can come to Him and be 
forgiven. 

 “The steps of a good man are ordered by the 
Lord, and He delights in his way. Though he 
fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; for 
the Lord upholds him with His hand” (Ps 
37:23-24). 

You are that good man or woman, and if you 
have stumbled, you will not fall because the 
Lord is holding your hand. Let Him lift you up 
so you may walk with Him. 

 

 

God wants to speak to you. He loves you 
and He wants you to know that “the 
thoughts of My heart are for you My child. 
You are my chief concern, My affection and 
My love is for you. You are My interest, you 
are My love. I desire time and communion 
with you. All that you seek is found in Me. 
The enemy offers a shallow and empty 
substitute with the pleasures of the world, 
but I AM your all in all. I am your Creator, 
your King, and your Friend. Allow Me to be a 
Friend to you.”  

 

 

 

 

JEREMIAH 29:11-12 

For I know the thoughts that I 
think toward you, says the LORD, 
thoughts of peace and not of evil, 
to give you a future and a hope.  

Then you will call upon Me and go 
and pray to Me, and I will listen to 
you. And you will seek Me and 
find ME, when you search for Me 
with all your heart. 
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Requests & Needs 

Please be praying for our loved ones! Pray for 
Ellie Werner and Jo Ginn that they will both 
recover completely and be restored to 
perfect health. Pray for Dave Tyndall and 
pray for Jan McConville and Heather Beckett 
to be healed as well as Deb Kristianson, 
Aaron Pearce and April MacGeorge. All of 
these dear ones need a touch from the Lord 
in their bodies.  

Also pray for our missionaries. Please pray 
for John & Joanne Cava, Brian & Marybeth 
Stubenrauch and Ben Hoar of WOC. Pray for 
Phil & Kaye Plowman, John & Jeanne Weaver 
and Chandy & Sarah Thomas. 

 

We’re looking for a few 
Christians 

We have several opportunities to serve the 
Lord and His bride. We have needs for 
volunteers in the Fuel Kids Children’s 
Ministry. We are also looking for volunteers 
to help run Joseph’s Food Pantry. There are 
many other opportunities to get plugged in if 
you feel led to serve. Please let Pastor Jeff 
know if you would like to get involved. 

jeff@refinerychurchclt.com 

 

 

Joseph’s Food Pantry 

“She extends her hand to the poor, 
yes, she reaches out her hands to the 
needy” (Prov 31:20). 

Joseph’s food pantry feeds many families in 
need weekly. This ministry continues to grow 
and bless others in our community. Let’s 
make His light shine through generosity and 
kindness. Please continue to donate your dry 
goods and express the love of God to others.  

 

 

JAMES 5:16-18 

The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. 

Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly 

that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years 

and six months.  

And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth 

produced its fruit. 

Updates and Requests 



THE REFINERY                              DEC 2017 

  

 

December 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
 
 

2 
Christmas 
Cookies and 
Decorating 6pm 
 
 
 

3 
Prayer 915am  
 
Service 10am 

4 
Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

5 
Prayer 11am 
 
Food Pantry 
10am-12pm  
 
Women’s Bible 
Study 7pm 

6 
 

7 
Men’s Tennis 6pm  

8 
 

9 

10 
Prayer 915am  
 
Service 10am 

11 
Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

12 
Prayer 11am 
 
Food Pantry 
10am-12pm  
 

13 
Dinner 6pm 
 
Outpouring 7pm 
 
 
 

14 
Men’s Tennis 6pm 
 

15 
 

16 

17 
Prayer 915am  
 
Children’s 
Christmas 
Program 
Service 10am 

18 
Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 
 

19 
Prayer 11am 
 
Food Pantry 
10am-12pm  
 
Women’s Bible 
Study 7pm 

20 21 
Men’s Tennis 6pm  

22 23 

24 
Christmas Eve 
Service 10 am 
 
Christmas Service 
5pm 

25 
Christmas 
 

26 
 

27 
Outpouring 7pm 

28 
 

29 30 

MENS BIBLE STUDY  

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY   OUTPOURING  

All men are invited to meet at the Steak N Hoagie in 
Stallings on Mondays at 6PM for fellowship and 
focus on the Word of God. 

MICHAEL ALLEN  
Michael@TwelveStoneConstruction.com 

 All women are invited to join us every other 
Tuesday from 7-9pm for fellowship and time in 
the Word. We will be meeting at Jackie 
Figeuroa’s home. 

 For more details please contact Cyndi Allen 
cyndicallen@gmail.com 

 We pour out and Jesus pours in. Come and be 
refreshed between Sundays as we seek the Lord 
together. Please join us early on December 13th for 
dinner.  Everyone is invited! 

     

COOKIES AND DECORATING   FOOD PANTRY  CORPORATE PRAYER 

Join us Saturday December 2nd as we decorate the 
church for Christmas. Please bring some of your 
favorite dessert or snack  

 Every Tuesday our food pantry is opened from 
10am to 12pm. If you are interested in serving in 
the food pantry, please contact Pastor Jeff.  

 Sunday morning at 915am & Tuesday morning’s at 
11am. Come join us for a great time of corporate 
prayer. God hears and answers prayer! Everyone is 
welcome. 


