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PERFECTING HOLINESS IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD                                  2 CORINTHIANS 7:1  REFINERYCHURCHCLT.COM 

The Day of Atonement is the holiest day of 
the Jewish year. “For on that day the priest 
shall make atonement for you, to cleanse you, 
that you may be clean from all your sins before 
the Lord” (Lev 16:30). 

This was the one day each year where the 
high priest of Israel was able to enter into the 
Holy Place, inside the veil, before the ark of 
the covenant. Here the priest would present 
the blood of an animal sacrifice to 
symbolically atone for the sins of the 
people. This was a day of fasting for the 
entire nation. The Lord commanded that the 
people afflict their souls and do no work on 
this day.  

The high priest first had to sacrifice a bull to 
make atonement for his sins and the sins of 
his family before he could even approach the 
Lord to offer a sacrifice for the people. 

 

The Lord commanded the high priest to 
wash his body in water and then put on holy 
garments (Lev 16:4). Normally, the priests 
wore colorful robes and garments of gold, 
blue, purple, and scarlet (Ex 28:5-6), but on 
the Day of Atonement, the priests wore only 
white linen. This means that the High 
Priest’s white robes would have been 
covered with blood from the sacrifices he had 
to offer.  

The high priest then entered the Holy Place 
behind the veil. He brought hot coals from 
the altar and placed them before the Lord 
and put the incense on the fire to create a 
cloud surrounding the ark in the Holy of 
Holies. The priest then sprinkled blood on 
the mercy seat of the ark and on the horns of 
the altar. 

The high priest presented two goats before 
the Lord at the door of the tabernacle. Lots 
were cast and one goat was selected for 

sacrifice as a sin offerning and the other was 
selected as a scapegoat which would be 
released (Lev 16:8-10). The high priest then 
killed the goat of the sin offering and 
sprinkled its blood on the ark. 

“So he shall make atonement for the Holy 
Place, because of the uncleanness of the 
children of Israel, and because of their 
transgressions, for all their sins…” (Lev 16:16). 

The Lord teaches us how much sin costs 
through these Old Testament sacrifices.God 
is perfect and “all His ways are justice, a God 
of truth and without injustice; righteousness 
and upright is He” (Deut 32:4). Because God is 
perfectly just, he can not simply forgive sin, 
there must be a payment.  

“For the wages of sin is death…” (Rom 6:23). 
God revealed to His people through the Day 
of Atonement that sin must be paid for 
through death by the shedding of blood and 
that blood must be perfect.  

“Let your garments always be white” (Ecclesiastes 9:8) 
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Despite all of the careful preparations and 
the exact obedience to God’s commands, the 
Old Testament sacrifices which symbolically 
atoned for sin were only good for a year. The 
Day of Atonement was repeated year after 
year. It could not remove the sins of the 
people permanently. All of this served to 
foreshadow Jesus Christ and His sacrifice 
and His office as our eternal High Priest. 

“Also there were many priests, because they 
were prevented by death from continuing. But 
He, because He continues forever, has an 
unchangeable priesthood. Therefore He is also 
able to save to the uttermost those who come 
to God through Him, since He always lives to 
make intercession for them” (Heb 7:23-25). 

Jesus is the true High Priest. Jesus entered 
His office before His crucifixion and He is now 
seated at the right hand of Father God, 
interceding for us as a “Minister of the 
sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the 
Lord erected, and not man” (Heb 8:2). Not 
only does Jesus serve as the High Priest but 
He provided Himself as a perfect sacrifice 
to atone for our sin one time that covers us 
for eternity.  

“For Christ has not entered the holy places 
made with hands, which are copies of the true, 
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God for us; not that He should 
offer Himself often, as the high priest enters 
the Most Holy Place every year with the blood 
of another—He then would have had to suffer 
often since the foundation of the world; but 
now, once at the end of the ages, He has 
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself. And as it is appointed for men to die 
once, but after this the judgment, so Christ 
was offered once to bear the sins of many. To 
those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear 
a second time, apart from sin, for salvation” 
(Heb 9:24-28). 

Because Christ Jesus, the Son of God, 
sacrificed Himself for our sins, we “have been 
sanctified through the offering of Jesus Christ 
once for all” (Heb 10:10). There is no longer a 
need to sacrifice animals to God. These 
sacrifices never took away sins because they 
had to be repeated every year. 

 “But this Man, after He had offered one 
sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right 
hand of God” (Heb 10:12).  

When the Son of God offered Himself as a 
perfect sinless sacrifice and shed His very 
own blood through His death on the cross, 
Jesus paid our debt to God.  

 

John saw a picture of Jesus in heaven that 
reveals Him as the King and High Priest. John 
said “He was clothed with a robe dipped in 
blood, and His name is called The Word of 
God. And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine 
linen, white and clean, followed Him on white 
horses” (Rev 19:13-14). 

Everyone has sinned and fallen short of the 
glory of God (Rom 3:23). God gave Moses the 
law but no one can be justified in the sight of 
God by the law, because “the law was our 
tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be 
justified by faith. But after faith has come, we 
are no longer under a tutor” (Gal 3:24). Jesus 
fulfilled the requirement for a sacrifice within 
the law of God and because we have Christ 
and His Holy Spirit, we are no longer under 
the law.   

We are “ministers of the new covenant, not of 
the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, 
but the Spirit gives life” (2 Cor 3:6). Through 
faith in Jesus, we have become children of 
God. Now we are justified by faith.  

For those not in Christ, the only appropriate 
response is to repent of living a life apart 
from God in sin, and confess your sin and 
place your trust and faith in Jesus who died 
for your sin. It is only by faith in Jesus that 
we can receive eternal life. By following 
Christ and trusting in Him, we receive His 
Holy Spirit within our hearts. “If anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation; old things have 
passed away; behold, all things have become 
new” (2 Cor 5:17). We now become a temple 
of the living God, “therefore, having these 
promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves 
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God” (2 Cor 
7:1). 

Placing our faith in Jesus for eternal salvation 
and receiving His Spirit in our hearts means 
we are being transformed. We can no 
longer turn from God and live apart from 
Him. We are no longer the same person. We 
have been crucified with Christ and now it is 
no longer we who live, but Christ who lives in 
us and the lives we live are lived by faith in 
the Son of God (Gal 2:20). 

It may seem that living a new life free from 
sin is not easy, but totally impossible. 
Thankfully, Jesus said “things which are 
impossible with men are possible with God” 
(Luke 18:27). We must give ourselves 
absolutely to God and to His will and do only 
what He wants. Thankfully it is God who is 
working in us.  

 

The Bible says to “work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God 
who works in you both to will and to do for His 
good pleasure” (Phil 2:12-13). 

God does not ask us to surrender our lives to 
Him in our own strength. Instead, God offers 
Himself to come and dwell with you and in 
you, drawing your closer to Him. We must 
have faith that God accepts our total 
surrender as we are obedient and then we 
must have faith that He will carry it out. “If 
you can believe, all things are possible to him 
that believes” (Mark 9:23).  

As our hearts and lives are yielded to the 
Lord, we are strengthened by the Holy Spirit 
and Christ dwells in our heart through faith 
(Eph 3:17).  We are loved and forgiven by 
God. We are to be spiritually clothed in 
white and we are called to keep our 
garments white and undefiled as we live holy 
lives. We must insure that our lives and 
hearts are free from anything that would 
raise itself up to be bigger than Jesus. We 
must not have any idols in our lives but 
totally submit ourselves to the Lord so that 
we may walk with Him, empowered by His 
Spirit. God gives us the strength and power 
to do this by the Spirit of Christ within us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JAMES 1:22 

But be doers of the word, 
and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves. 
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Joseph’s Food Pantry 

“Now all who believed were together, and had 
all things in common, and sold their 
possessions and goods, and divided them 
among all, as anyone had need”                    
(Acts 2:44-45).  

Joseph’s food pantry continues to meet the 
needs of many families in our community 
each week. Please continue to donate your 
dry goods and express the love of God to 
others.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Requests & Needs 

Please be praying for the sick in our family! 
Pray for Ellie Werner, Deb Kristianson, Aaron 
Pearce and April MacGeorge. Pray for 
provision for those in need.  

 

Always pray for our missionaries! Pray for 
John & Joanne Cava of WOC. For Brian & 
Marybeth Stubenrauch and for Ben & Susan 
Hoar as they have a meeting tomorrow 
about their visa status in Thailand.  

 

Also pray for John Weaver, Phil & Kaye 
Plowman and for Chandy & Sarah Thomas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be a Servant 

We have opportunities for you to serve the 
Lord in a variety of places from the Worship 
team to Children’s Ministry. If you feel led to 
offer your time, we would love your help. 
Please let Pastor Jeff know if you would like 
to get involved. 

jeff@refinerychurchclt.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 CORINTHIANS 2:15 

For we are to God the 

fragrance of Christ among 

those who are being saved 

and among those who are 

perishing. 

Updates and Requests 
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October 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

Women’s Retreat 

 Prayer 915am  

Service 10am 

2 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

3 

Prayer 11am  
Food Pantry 
10am-12pm 
Women’s Bible 
Study 7pm  

4 

Outpouring 7pm 
(Movie Night) 

5 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

6 7 

8 

Prayer 915am  

Service 10am 

9 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm  

 

10 

Prayer 11am  
Food Pantry  

10am-12pm 

11 

Outpouring 7pm 

12 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

 

13 

 

14 

Middle School 
Hike 

15 

Prayer 915am  

Service 10am 

16 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

17 

Prayer 11am   
Food Pantry 
10am-12pm 
Women’s Bible 
Study 7pm 

18 

Family Dinner 
6pm 

Outpouring 7pm 

19 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

 

20 

 

21 

22 

Prayer 915am  

Service 10am 

23 

No Men’s Bible 
Study 

 

24 

Prayer 11am 

Food Pantry 
10am-12pm 

25 

Outpouring 7pm 

26 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

 

27 28 

29 

Prayer 915am  

Service 10am 

30 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

 

31 

Prayer 11am   

Food Pantry 
10am-12pm 

1 

Outpouring 7pm 

2 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

 

3 4 

MENS BIBLE STUDY  

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL HIKE   FOOD PANTRY 

All men are invited to meet at the Steak N Hoagie in 
Stallings on Mondays at 6PM for fellowship and 
focus on the Word of God. 

MICHAEL ALLEN  
Michael@TwelveStoneConstruction.com 

 On the 14th all 6th-8th graders are invited to go 
hike the Pinnacle Trail at Crowders Mountain. 
Meet at the church at 9 am for drop off and pick 
up at 4pm. RSVP by 10/7 with Brooke Ahrens 
561-706-5531.  

 Every Tuesday our food pantry is opened from 
10am to 12pm. If you are interested in serving in 
the food pantry please contact Pastor Jeff. 

     

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  OUTPOURING  CORPORATE PRAYER 

All women are invited to join us every other Tuesday 
from 7-9pm for fellowship and time in the Word. We 
will be meeting at Jackie Figeuroa’s home. For more 
details please contact Cyndi Allen 
cyndicallen@gmail.com 

 We pour out and Jesus pours in….Come and be 
refreshed between Sundays as we seek the Lord 
together. Please join us early on October 18th for 
dinner.  Everyone is invited! 

 Sunday morning at 915am & Tuesday morning’s at 
11am. Come join us for a great time of corporate 
prayer. God hears and answers prayer! Everyone is 
welcome. 


