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PERFECTING HOLINESS IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD                                  2 CORINTHIANS 7:1  REFINERYCHURCHCLT.COM 

Jesus said, “I speak what I have seen with 
My Father…” (John 8:38a) when He was 
questioned by the Pharisees. The apostles 
Peter and John stated that they “speak the 
things which we have seen and heard” (Acts 
4:20) when they were caught preaching in 
Jerusalem.  

In Scripture, we see that Jesus’ public 
ministry did not begin until He was baptized 
and received His Holy Spirit. After Jesus’ 
resurrection, He spent forty days with His 
disciples “speaking of the things pertaining 
to the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3) and Jesus 
instructed His disciples to remain in 
Jerusalem until they received the Promise of 
the Father.   

Jesus told His followers that they “shall 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me…” 
(Acts 1:8).  

In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit was 
very active. In Genesis 1:2, “the Spirit of God 
was hovering over the face of the waters.” The 
Holy Spirit is God’s Spirit, the third member 
of the Trinity and has been involved with 
everything since creation.  

David received the plans for the temple by 
the Spirit (1 Chron 28:12). Joseph was filled 
with the Spirit of God as he interpreted 
Pharaoh’s dreams and gave advice (Gen 
41:38). Moses had the Spirit of God upon him 
and the Lord also placed the Spirit on the 
seventy elders and they prophesied (Num 
11:17, 25). Joshua was filled with the Spirit 
(Deut 34:9). King Saul had the Spirit of the 
Lord come upon him (1 Sam 10:6). The 
Judges of Israel also had the Spirit of the 
Lord come upon them. The prophets of the 
Lord in the Old Testament also received the 
Spirit.  

 

God used his Holy Spirit to communicate to 
His people through prophets, kings, and 
judges. There was no magic formula to 
receive the Holy Spirit as it came upon men 
in various ways and it was not always 
permanent. The seventy elders only 
prophesied as the Spirit rested upon them, 
but according to Scripture “they never did so 
again” (Num 11:25). King Saul conducted a 
séance with a medium after the Lord would 
not answer him “either by dreams or by Urim 
or by the prophets” (1 Sam 28:6) indicating 
that King Saul could no longer hear from the 
Lord.  

In the New Testament, the Holy Spirit 
continues to be very active. An angel tells 
Mary that the Holy Spirit will come upon her 
and that she will conceive the Son of God 
(Luke 1:35). Jesus Himself tells us that we 
must come to Him and receive His Holy Spirit 
to satisfy our spiritual thirst. 

I speak what I have seen with My Father 
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 “Jesus stood and cried out, saying, ‘If anyone 
thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who 
believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of 
his heart will flow rivers of living water.’ But 
this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom 
those believing in Him would receive; for the 
Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus 
was not yet glorified” (John 7:37-39). 

Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would come 
upon His followers so that they could be 
witnesses of Him. In Acts 2:4, on the day of 
Pentecost, those who were assembled and 
waiting obediently “were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” 
While tongues are a wonderful way to glorify 
God, they also serve another purpose.  

The Holy Spirit used the sign of tongues to 
gather a crowd where Peter then preached: 
“And it shall come to pass in the last days, 
says God, that I will pour out of My Spirit on all 
flesh; your sons and daughters shall prophesy, 
your young men shall see visions, your old men 
shall dream dreams…” (Acts 2:17). Yet the 
purpose of the Holy Spirit’s arrival was not 
just for tongues, prophesies, visions, and 
dreams; but to use these spiritual gifts as a 
witness to Jesus Christ. The result of the 
Holy Spirit’s arrival is that the crowd heard 
the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
through Peter’s Spirit-filled words.  

“Now when they heard this, they were cut to 
the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, ‘Men and brethren, what shall we 
do?’ Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let 
every one of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For 
the promise is to you and to your children, and 
to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our 
God will call.’….Then those who gladly 
received his word were baptized; and that day 
about three thousand souls were added to 
them” (Acts 2:37-39,41). 

On the day of Pentecost, fifty days after the 
first Sunday after Passover, one week after 
Jesus ascended into heaven to be seated at 
the right hand of the Father, the church grew 
from 120 members to over 3,000. The 
appearance of signs and wonders and the 
preaching of Peter was not initiated by 
anyone other than God. The result was not 
that the church grew a little or even doubled 
or tripled. The church grew 2500% in one 
day! That is the type of change that only God 
can achieve and He did it through a few 
obedient Christ-followers who were filled 
with the Spirit.  

 

 

 

How did the Holy Spirit later fill those were 
not present at Pentecost? Scripture says that 
the Holy Spirit was given to those who 
obey God (Acts 5:32). The Holy Spirit was 
received after prayer and by the laying on 
of hands to some after water baptism (Acts 
8:15-17). The Holy Spirit was also poured out 
on unbaptized Gentiles simply as they were 
listening to a sermon.  

 “While Peter was still speaking these words, 
the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard 
the word” (Acts 10:44). 

Salvation, eternal life, and the Holy Spirit are 
available to all who repent and believe in 
Jesus Christ. The Lord gives His Spirit 
without measure. The Holy Spirit has come 
by hearing the word, by prayer and laying on 
of hands. The Holy Spirit is given, it falls, it is 
poured out, it is given to those who obey 
God. What was the Jesus’s command and 
message during His ministry? Repent and 
believe. When you obey, you receive. You 
receive so that you may be empowered to 
walk without fear in boldness as a witness to 
the great name, Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit 
“will guide you into all truth; for He will not 
speak on His own authority, but whatever He 
hears He will speak” (John 16:13). Just like 
Jesus spoke the things He had seen with His 
Father, the Holy Spirit speaks to us the 
things He hears from the Father and 
through Jesus. With the Holy Spirit, we can 
speak the things that we have seen and 
heard through Him. 

 

 

 

 

In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit was 
available to kings and priests and a select 
few. Thanks to our Lord and Savior, Christ 
Jesus, “who loved us and washed us from our 
sins in His own blood, and has made us kings 
and priests to His God and Father” (Rev 1:5-
6).  

We have now been granted the title and 
honor of serving a Holy and perfect God as 
kings and priests through Jesus’ perfect 
sacrifice. This makes the Holy Spirit more 
than simply available to us. The Lord has 
actually joined His Spirit to our spirit, and we 
are a temple of the Holy Spirit for all of 
those who are in Christ (1 Cor 6:17, 19). The 
only acceptable response to God’s great gift 
of His Holy Spirit is to humbly obey His still 
small voice, walking in the Spirit, glorifying 
the Father, and witnessing to the ends of the 
earth the gift of God which is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 

 

ACTS 4:31 

And when they had prayed, 
the place where they were 
assembled together was 
shaken; and they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit, 
and they spoke the word of 
God with boldness. 
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Joseph’s Food Pantry 

 “Now the multitude of those who believed 
were of one heart and one soul; neither did 
anyone say that any of the things he 
possessed was his own, but they had all things 
in common” (Acts4:32).  

Joseph’s food pantry is growing. We are 
feeding over eight families each week and 
increasing. We have a huge opportunity to 
minister to the poor and hungry in and 
around our community. Please continue to 
donate items and the Lord leads. Thank you 
for supporting this beautiful ministry!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Requests & Needs 

We are collecting items to help those 
affected by Hurricane Harvey, please drop 
them off in the foyer. Items needed are:  

• Toiletries (tooth brush, tooth paste, 
deodorant, soap, shampoo/conditioner) • 
Toilet paper • Paper towels • Clothes • 
Diapers/baby wipes • Hand Sanitizer • 
Blankets • Pet food • Flashlights/batteries.  

Please be praying for those in our family who 
need healing. Pray for Ellie Werner, Gina 
LaRoche, Deb Kristianson and April 
MacGeorge to be healed completely. We are 
standing and believing with them for 
complete restoration. Also pray for Brian & 
Jan McConville’s grandson who needs a 
touch from the Lord right now.  

Always pray for our missionaries! For John & 
Joanne Cava, Brian & Marybeth Stubenrauch 
and Ben & Susan Hoar of WOC. Pray for Phil 
& Kaye Plowman in Southeast Asia, for 
Chandy & Sarah Thomas and for John & 
Jeanne Weaver. Pray for our sister churches 
in Quebec and for Pastor Sylvain Gauthier. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serve the Lord! 

Please let Pastor Jeff know, or anyone you 
see serving in a ministry you are interested 
in, if you feel like God is leading you to serve 
in the church. God has given you gifts to 
serve Him and His bride. We need help in 
most of our ministry areas from Sunday 
school to the Worship team and everything 
in-between. If you don’t know what you’d be 
good at, we’d love to help you discover your 
gifts and work together towards building the 
Lord’s kingdom. 

info@refinerychurchclt.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MATTHEW 5:16 

Let your light so shine 

before men, that they may 

see your good works and 

glorify your Father in 

heaven. 

Updates and Requests 
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September 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

August 27 

Prayer 915am 
Service 10am 

28 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

29 

Prayer 11am 

Food Pantry 
10am-12pm 

30 

Outpouring 7pm 

31 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

 

September 1 2 

3 

Prayer 915am 
Service 10am 

 

4 

Labor Day 

NO Men’s Bible 
Study 

5 

Prayer 11am 

Food Pantry 
10am-12pm 

6 

Outpouring 7pm 

7 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

WOC Worship 
Night 7pm 

8 

 

9 

McConville’s 50th 
Wedding 
Anniversary         
1-3pm 

10 

Prayer 915am 
Service 10am 

Uptown Worship 
5pm 

11 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

12 

Prayer 11am 

Food Pantry 
10am-12pm 

13 

Family Dinner 
6pm  

Outpouring 7pm 

14 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

Ladies Fall Kick-
Off Party 7 pm 

15 

 

16 

17 

Prayer 915am 
Service 10am 

18 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

 

19 

Prayer 11am 

Food Pantry 
10am-12pm 

20 

Outpouring 7pm 

21 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

22 23 

24 

Prayer 915am 
Service 10am 

Chili Cook-Off 
12pm 

25 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

 

26 

Prayer 11am 

Food Pantry 
10am-12pm 

27 

Outpouring 7pm 

28 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

 

 

29 

Women’s Retreat 

 

30 

Women’s Retreat 

LADIES KICKOFF PARTY 

 

UPTOWN WORSHIP   CHILI KICK-OFF 

Join us on Thursday, September 14th from 7-9pm for 
our Ladies Kick-off Party at Sherri Grigg’s home. It 
will be a great way to spend time together and learn 
more about the upcoming fall study. 

For more information contact Women’s Director, 
Cyndi Allen cyndicallen@gmail.com 

 Please come out on Sunday, September 10th 
from 5-7pm for an evening of multi-church 
prayer and worship. 

This month we will be meeting at Marshall Park 
in Uptown Charlotte. 

 Do you have an amazing chili recipe? Bring it to 
church on Sunday, September 24th and find out if it 
can beat out the competetion! We will be meeting 
after service to eat chili and enjoy a time of 
fellowship. We hope you will join us. 

 

     

WOC NIGHT OF WORSHIP  OUTPOURING  CORPORATE PRAYER 

Friends, we are all invited to join our brothers and 
sisters in Christ for a night of worship, the first 
Thursday of every month at the World Outreach 
Center 130 Heritage Blvd, Fort Mill, SC.  

 We pour out and Jesus pours in. Come and be 
refreshed between Sundays as we seek the Lord 
together. Everyone is invited! Join of us for 
dinner on Sept 13th at 6pm. 

 Sunday morning at 915am & Tuesday morning’s at 
11am. Come join us for a great time of corporate 
prayer. God hears and answers prayer! Everyone is 
welcome. 


