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PERFECTING HOLINESS IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD                                  2 CORINTHIANS 7:1  REFINERYCHURCHCLT.COM 

“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not 
war according to the flesh. For the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God 
for pulling down strongholds, casting down 
arguments and every high thing that exalts 
itself against the knowledge of God, bringing 
every though into captivity to the obedience 
of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:3-5). 

We all have experienced moments where a 
destructive, evil, or an ungodly thought 
flashes into our minds. It may be hateful, 
lustful, or simply wrong. Why does this 
happen? Did we generate that thought? Not 
necessarily. Scripture teaches that we are 
vessels and vessels contain something. 

“But in a great house there are not only vessels 
of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay, 
some for honor and some for dishonor. 
Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from 
the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, 

sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared 
for every good work” (2 Tim 2:20-21). 

As a vessel in the house of the Lord, we are 
called to be holy and clean. The Lord Himself 
sent His very own Spirit into our hearts to fill 
us and make us holy and His alone. We are a 
temple of the Holy Spirit.  

“Or do you not know that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, 
whom you have from God, and you are not 
your own?” (1 Cor 6:19). 

We are composed of a spirit, soul, and body 
(1 Thess 5:23) and our spirit has been united 
to God’s Spirit through Jesus (1 Cor 6:17). So, 
if we belong to the Lord and His Holy Spirit is 
inside of us, then how can we have evil 
thoughts? The answer is that all of the 
thoughts that enter our mind do not 
originate from us. This is why Scripture 
instructs us to take every thought captive. 

So how do you know where your thoughts 
are coming from? If a thought enters your 
mind that you constructed or generated, 
then it is safe to assume that thought came 
from you. An example would be if you were 
figuring out a math problem like the 
percentage of a tip to leave at a dinner. Or 
perhaps, you are making a list of groceries to 
buy and you are thinking about what you 
need. These thoughts are yours and they are 
cognitive and analytical. These types of 
thoughts are intentionally generated by you 
in your mind as you reason through things.  

We also have spontaneous thoughts. These 
are thoughts that appear out of nowhere, we 
didn’t cause them, they just show up. Since 
our own thoughts are logical and cerebral, 
we see that our spontaneous thoughts come 
from the spirit world through our spirit or 
heart to our minds. We have two options for 
the origin of spontaneous thoughts: they are 
either from God or satan.  

Take Every Thought Captive 
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If a spontaneous negative thought appears in 
our mind, we can recognize its origin by the 
nature of the thought. As enemies of God, 
satan and demons attempt to steal, kill, and 
destroy (John 10:10). These negative 
thoughts disagree with God’s nature and are 
in line with our enemy and would include 
those that accuse us, are adversarial or 
against God, lying thoughts, destructive 
thoughts, condemning thoughts, and 
murderous thoughts among others.  

Our enemy enjoys injecting his evil thoughts 
into our mind and watching as we blame 
ourselves for having them. Remember, there 
is no condemnation in Christ Jesus (Romans 
8:1). Just because a spontaneous thought 
enters your mind doesn’t mean it came 
from you. If you experience this, don’t feel 
guilty or ashamed because you didn’t cause it 
to appear, it came from your enemy. You 
must take these thoughts captive and bring 
them to Christ.  

So how do we stop having evil thoughts and 
start thinking God’s thoughts? As we’ve been 
learning through our sermon series on 
spiritual warfare, it is important to recognize 
that this is spiritual warfare and we battle it 
through prayer by addressing our heavenly 
Father.  

We can begin by repenting of any 
unconfessed sin. ‘Lord, cleanse me by your 
blood.’ The Holy Spirit is quenched when 
there is willful and unrepentant sin present in 
our lives. We are called to be His temple and 
must turn away from sin. “Do not give what is 
holy to the dogs” (Matt 7:6). We must 
prepare for the battle by developing godly 
character and a lifestyle of righteousness. 

Next, we must humble ourselves to receive 
God’s revelation. It is difficult for us to hear 
Him if we are proud and arrogant and 
assume we know everything. 

“’But He gives more grace. Therefore He 
says:                                                                           
‘God resists the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble.’                                                        
Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and 
he will flee from you” (James 4:6-7). 

Jesus said that He didn’t do anything of 
Himself, but He only did what He saw Father 
God doing (John 5:19-20). You can present 
your mind to God and be filled just like Jesus 
did. You can pray, “Lord, I submit myself to 
You and pray that You would enlighten the 
eyes of my heart. I pray that You would fill 
my mind with Your thoughts and I present 
my ability to reason and imagine to You. I ask 
that You fill and flow through me by Your 
Holy Spirit in the name of Jesus.” 

Proverbs 3:5-7 “Trust in the LORD with all 
your heart, and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge 
Him, and He shall direct your paths. Do not be 
wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and 
depart from evil.” 

Additionally, we have been given Scripture, 
our daily bread, which is the very word of 
God we can feed upon daily. We can fill our 
minds with God’s Word and pray that He 
would reveal Himself to us through the Bible.  

Ephesians 1:17-18 “The God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the 
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of Him, the eyes of your 
understanding being enlightened.” 

As men and women, we are spiritual beings 
created in God’s image. As Christians, we 
“are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed 
the Spirit of God dwells in you” (Rom 8:9). 
Since our spirit is alive in Christ and joined to 
His Spirit, we should learn how to sense the 
Holy Spirit and walk with Him daily. “Walk in 
the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust 
of the flesh” (Gal 5:16). 

Jesus taught us what the Holy Spirit in our 
hearts feels and looks like. Jesus said, “’He 
who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, 
out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’ 
But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom 
those believing in Him would receive; for the 
Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus 
was not yet glorified” (John 7:38-39). 

As a flowing river in our heart, we can expect 
to hear from the Holy Spirit as we fix the eyes 
of our heart on Jesus and tune the ears of our 
hearts to His voice. By becoming still before 
the Lord and waiting patiently for Him 
(Psalm 37:7) and setting our mind on things 
above (Colossians 3:2), we should expect to 
receive a river of flowing thoughts enter our 
heart and mind from God. These 
spontaneous flowing thoughts may include 
pictures and emotions or feelings. This is 
how you can present yourself as a living 
sacrifice to God and “be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind” (Rom 12:1-2).  

As you experience flowing thoughts from the 
Lord, remember that they will always be 
loving, life-giving and align with the nature of 
God and His Word. These words should 
edify, exhort, and comfort you (1 Cor 14:3). 
If you have never experienced this before, it 
would be wise to record these spontaneous 
thoughts and test them against Scripture and 
ask for feedback from spiritual advisors or 
mature believers to confirm that you are 
indeed hearing from God. 

By practicing hearing God’s voice in your 
heart, it will become so much easier to 
discern the enemy’s voice when he attempts 
to inject evil thoughts into your mind. 
Additionally, if you desire to exercise spiritual 
gifts from the Holy Spirit like words of 
wisdom or knowledge, healing, prophecy, 
discernment of spirits, or interpretation of 
tongues it would be wise to practice hearing 
from the Lord and meditating on His Word. 

This is simply one example of taking the 
enemy’s thoughts captive and replacing 
them with God’s thoughts through personal 
prayer in the arena of spiritual warfare. There 
are many other areas of our lives and hearts 
that can be healed as we give authority to 
Jesus who has been granted all power from 
the Father. These include breaking 
generational sins and curses, severing 
ungodly soul ties, replacing negative beliefs, 
renouncing inner vows, receiving divine 
visions, breaking word curses, and 
experiencing deliverance.  

“See that you do not refuse Him who speaks” 
Hebrews 12:25. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NUMBERS 6:24-26 

The LORD bless you and keep you;  

The LORD make His face shine 
upon you, 

And be gracious to you; 

The LORD lift up His countenance 
upon you, 

And give you peace. 
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Joseph’s Food Pantry 

 “And God sent me before you to preserve a 
posterity for you in the earth, and to save your 
lives by a great deliverance.”  (Genesis 45:7).  

Thank you all for your recent generous 
donations! This ministry is growing and 
feeding many hungry families in our 
community each week. We are expressing 
God’s love to people in need thanks to you. 
Please continue to bring in your canned and 
dry goods. Thanks! 

 

Use your God-given gifts! 

“Greater love has no one than this, to lay 
down one’s life for his friends.”  (John 15:13). 

God has given you gifts to serve Him and His 
church. We’d love to see your gifts, talents, 
and service used at the Refinery as the Lord 
leads. We have opportunities to serve in all of 
our ministries and would love to have you on 
our team! 

info@refinerychurchclt.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

Please continue to pray for Ben & Amy 
Henderson and their family as they mourn 
the loss of their brother in law Alex. Please 
pray for Ellie Werner, for Gina LaRoche, for 
Christine Werner, Jo Ginn, Deb Kristianson 
and all the others in our family who need 
healing in their bodies.  

Always pray for our missionaries and for the 
persecuted church around the world! Stand 
with them in prayer so that they can remain 
faithful and share the gospel amid 
persecution and trials.  

Pray for John & Joanne Cava of WOC, or 
Brian & Marybeth Stubenrauch and Ben & 
Susan Hoar with WOC in Thailand. Pray for 
Chandy & Sarah Thomas as they transition 
back to ministry in the US. Pray for Phil & 
Kaye Plowman in Australia and Oceania. 
Pray for John & Jeanne and Weaver as well.  

Thank you for your prayers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLOSSIANS 3:2 

Set your mind on things 

above, not on things on 

the earth. 

 

JOHN 17:3 

And this is eternal life, 

that they may know You, 

the only true God, and 

Jesus Christ whom You 

have sent. 

 

Updates and Requests 
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August 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 

Prayer 915am  

Service 10am 

31 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

 

1 

Prayer 11am 

Food Pantry 
10am-12pm 

2 

Outpouring 7pm 

3 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

 

4 

Refinery Kid’s 
leave for Camp 

5 

Ginn’s 50th 
Marriage 
Anniversary 

6 

Prayer 915am  

Service 10am 

7 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

Campers return 
home 

8 

Prayer 11am 

Food Pantry 
10am-12pm 

9 

Outpouring 7pm 

10 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

 

 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

Prayer 915am  

Service 10am 

 

14 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

Newcomers 
Gathering 6pm 

15 

Prayer 11am 

Food Pantry 
10am-12pm 

16 

Family Dinner 
6pm    

Outpouring 7pm 

17 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

 

 

18 

 

19 

20 

Prayer 915am  

Service 10am 

Youth 
Coffeehouse 6pm 

21 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

 

22 

Prayer 11am 

Food Pantry 
10am-12pm 

23 

Outpouring 7pm 

24 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

 

 

25 26 

27 

Prayer 915am  

Service 10am 

28 

First Day of 
School 

Men’s Bible Study 
6pm 

29 

Prayer 11am 

Food Pantry 
10am-12pm 

30 

Outpouring 7pm 

31 

Men’s Tennis 6pm 

 

  

 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY   COFFEEHOUSE   NEWCOMER’S GATHERING  

All men are invited to meet at the Steak N Hoagie 
in Stallings on Mondays at 6PM for fellowship and 
focus on the Word of God. 

MICHAEL ALLEN  

Michael@TwelveStoneConstruction.com 

 We encourage all 9th-12th graders to join us on 
August 20th at 6pm for our Youth Coffeehouse 
night. We will have music, coffee, and snacks. 
We will be joining YoungLife for this event so it is 
great way to get to know one another. 

 Are you new to The Refinery or would just like 
more information about who we are? Please join us 
on August 14th at 6pm. We will get to know each 
other better and share our heart for the church. 

     

FAMILY DINNER   OUTPOURING   CORPORATE PRAYER 

Everyone is welcome to join us on August 16th to 
enjoy a meal together before our Outpouring 
service. 

 

 We pour out and Jesus pours in….Come and be 
refreshed between Sundays as we seek the Lord 
together. Everyone is invited! 

 Sunday morning at 915am & Tuesday morning’s at 
11am at the church. Come join us for a great time of 
corporate prayer. God hears and answers prayer! 
Everyone is welcome. 

 


