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Thank you so much for your generous tithes 
and offerings which allowed The Refinery to 
fund this Aqua Farm at Brian and Marybeth’s 
training center in Thailand! 

Brian Stubenrauch (pictured above) and his 
wife, Marybeth, and their four children have 
lived in Thailand since 2001. They are serving 
Christ and ministering where they live in Don 
Sai, Loei Province, near the border of Laos in 
Northern Thailand. Dan Sai is a rural town 
surrounded by rice fields, forests, and 
mountains. Thailand is considered less than 
0.7% Christian and this area is filled with 
animistic witchcraft and Buddhism and is in 
desperate need of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Brian and Marybeth are supported by the 
World Outreach Center and opened a 
training center offering English as a service 
to get in touch with the community. The 
training center also provides discipleship 
classes, pastor training, ministry needs, and 
now aquaponics.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aqua Farm funded! 
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In addition to bringing the good 
news of Jesus and His offer of 
salvation, Brian and Marybeth are 
equipping pastors to not just be 
fishers of men, but true 
fishermen. To avoid burdening the 
people who they are trying to 
reach, the Thai pastors are 
learning how to establish an aqua 
farm in their own home. This is a 
low maintenance form of income 
and food for themselves and their 
families, allowing more time for 
ministry and spreading the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The aqua farm utilizes aquaponics 
which consists of raising fish and 
growing vegetables in water 
together in one combined system. 
The fish waste provides food for 
the vegetables and the vegetables 
filter the water for the fish. The 
aqua farm yields about 300 tilapia 
every three months plus 
vegetables.  

Brian and Marybeth are awesome 
people! They have three American children 
and have adopted a Thai boy named 
Tyndale. They minister every day: in the 
market, neighborhoods, and in surrounding 
areas. Brian visits villages surrounding Don 
Sai every week meeting people, holding 
Bible studies in their homes, praying for the 
sick, and ministering as needed. 

 

Many people are getting healed and coming 
to salvation as a result. Brian and Marybeth 
have been effective reaching adults but are 
asking for prayer to receive wisdom and 
discernment in reaching younger people. 

 

 

If you feel led to go deeper and serve the 
Lord and His people in Thailand, then I invite 
you to come on a short-term mission trip to 
China and Thailand provided through the 
World Outreach Center during October 4-20, 
2016. Please pray for Brian and Marybeth 
and their family and ministry! 
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To recap some of God’s Word we dug into during May, we focused on 
the Epistle of James, Chapter One. 

James’ parents were Mary and Joseph, and so he was the half-brother 
of Christ Jesus. However, despite being the Lord’s earthly brother and 
also being the Bishop of Bishops and head of the church in Jerusalem 
and around the world, he was extremely humble. James opens his 
letter by describing himself as a bondservant, or slave of God and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

James continues by telling us to ‘count it all joy when you fall into 
various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces 
patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking nothing.’ We learned that the goal of 
our life as a Christian is to become more like Jesus. 

We are like the grain used to make whiskey. We are plucked, sifted, 
ground, mashed, and boiled. We are totally changed from the inside 
out. As the mixture is put in a barrel and set to age, so we must mature. 
When the time comes to see if there is any alcohol in the whiskey, the 
Maker takes a sample and sets it on fire. If it burns, then it has ‘proof’ 
there is Spirit in the drink. This is similar to the testing the Lord uses to 
show what is in our hearts.  

In order to become more like Jesus, we must have the idols and sins in 
our hearts revealed through trial and temptation, or testing. This isn’t a 
pass or fail test from God. The Lord simply uses trials to reveal what 
doesn’t belong in our hearts.  

“God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” By adopting 
an attitude or posture of humility, we can embrace our weakness and 
allow God to be strong. This also prepares us for before the trial comes. 

We looked at the difference between the postures of Jesus versus 
satan. The Lord willingly left His throne in heaven to become human to 
save us and satan was cast out of heaven for attempting to promote 
himself above God. David prophesied that Jesus would be like a worm 
in Psalm 22:6 while satan is represented as a serpent in Genesis 3.  

 

The serpent defends itself with its mouth and venom while the worm 
doesn’t strike back. A serpent will fight to the death and attack if 
stepped on while the worm doesn’t defend itself and gives up its life 
when trampled underfoot. 

‘If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 
liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him 
ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the 
sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man suppose that 
he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, 
unstable in all his ways.’ 

The Lord is so faithful to us, we can ask Him for specific guidance in any 
situation. However, we must ask in faith and believe that the Lord will 
lead us. Believe in God’s Word, ask Him for wisdom, and confirm His 
leading through Scripture. 

There are some other practical attitudes that we can grab a hold of 
which will help us endure the trials of God. Maintain a prayerful 
attitude; ‘pray without ceasing’. Have a contrite heart; ‘The sacrifices 
of God are a broken spirit, a broken and contrite heart – these, O God, 
you will not despise’. When trials come, establish a reflective attitude. 
In Haggai 1:7, the prophet tells us to “Consider your ways!” Sometimes 
our trials are simply the consequences of poor choices in our life. 

Some final attitudes are praise, endurance, and joy. These are all 
available through the Holy Spirit who dwells within us. As the Lord 
exposes what is hindering us from becoming more like Him, we can ask 
Him to set us free through repentance and receiving His forgiveness. 
We can have total freedom from sin through Jesus, and His work on the 
Cross. We died with Him and now He lives in us and we are new 
creations in Christ.  

Jesus said to us in John 16:33, “These things I have spoken to you, that 
in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but 
be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”  So, when faced with 
trials, remember that we can have peace in the Lord. He is in control 
and has allowed it to happen for a reason. ‘For I consider that the 
sufferings of the present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us.’ Romans 8:18 

 
 

Please continue to pray for all of our 
missionaries and their families: John & 
Joanne Cava of the World Outreach Center; 
Ben & Susan Hoar and Brian & Marybeth 
Stubenrauch in Thailand, Chandy & Sarah 
Thomas in Cyprus, and for Phil Plowman in 
Australia.  

Please continue to donate to the Food 
Pantry. This is a consistent and reliable 
ministry where we demonstrate the love of 
God to families in need. We are providing 
food to a few needy families every week. 
Thank you for all of your donations! 

 

JAMES 2:15-17 

If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of 
daily food, and one of you says to them, “Depart 
in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not 
give them the things which are needed for the 
body, what does it profit? Thus also faith by 
itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

Prayer Requests and More 

Rejoice in suffering? 
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June 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 

 

30 31 1 

Outpouring 

7PM 

2 

Reach Youth 
Group  

7PM 

3 4 

 

 

 

5 

Italy-Germany 
Mission Fundraiser 
Night 

4-7PM 

6 7 

Ladies Bible Study  

630PM  

8 

Outpouring 

7PM 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

 

13 14 15 

Emotionally 
Healthy 
Spirituality 

7PM 

16 

Reach Youth 
Group 

7PM 

17 18 

Mens’s Breakfast 

8AM 

19 

 

20 21 

Ladies Bible Study 

630PM 

22 

Emotionally 
Healthy 
Spirituality 

7PM 

23 

 

24 25 

Uptown Worship 

7pm 

26 

 

27 28 29 

Emotionally 
Healthy 
Spirituality 

7PM 

30 

Reach Youth 
Group 

7PM 

1 2 

 

 

 

ITALY-GERMANY FUNDRAISER  

 

OUTPOURING   REACH YOUTH GROUP  

Come to the World Outreach Center and join us for 
dinner and performances by the youth band that 
will be heading to Europe this summer! All 
proceeds support the costs of the mission team. 

MICHAEL & SARAH BOWMAN 

Sarah.bowman2@gmail.com 

 We pour out and Jesus pours in….Come and be 
refreshed between Sundays. Everyone is invited! 

 

 Teens and young adults are welcome to join us for 
a time of worship, prayer, and fun! 

SAM MCANDREWS  

 Mcandrewssa@hotmail.com 

     

lLADIES BIBLE STUDY   EMOTIONALLY HEALTHY SPIRITUALITY   MENS BREAKFAST  

Women of all ages are invited for a time of digging 
deeper into God’s Word. Hosted by Cyndi Allen at 
her home. 

CYNDI ALLEN 

cyndiallen@gmail.com 

 You are invited to come and identify what inner 
barriers are hindering from knowing and 
experiencing God more fully. It’ll be fun! 

SHERRI GRIGG 

OUTNUMBERED@CAROLINA.RR.COM 

 As iron sharpens iron...All men are invited to 
gather for fellowship, encouragement, and food 

MICHAEL ALLEN  

Michael@TwelveStoneConstruction.com 


