
The Three Temptations Of Christ Part I 
The Power of the Holy Spirit 
Sunday October 25th, 2015 

I. Intro. 
A. Have you ever felt like you were flying on one engine?


	 	 1.	 Or like Joel says “I feel like I’m on dial up today.”

	 	 2.	 Do ever feel like you are not quite able to understand what is happening 	
	 in your life? Or do you wonder what the next step is? Do you wonder what God’s will for 
	 your life is? 


B. Life without the infilling power of the Holy Spirit is like flying on one engine. 
	 	 1.	 In scripture the Holy Spirit is referred to as…

	 	 	 a.	 The Spirit of counsel, understanding, knowledge, might (Isa 11:2)

	 	 	 b.	 The Spirit of Wisdom, The Spirit of Grace

	 	 	 c.	 Jesus called Him “The Helper” 

	 	 	 d.	 Counselor, Guide

	 	 2.	 There is a good chance that if we are not experiencing these things in 	
	 our lives then we are missing out on the benefits of the Holy Spirit in our lives.


C. But many people are afraid of the Holy Spirit.

	 	 1.	 People are afraid of getting too emotional in church.

	 	 2.	 People are afraid of looking foolish in front of other people. (Compare 	
	 fans at a football game to Christian worship.)

	 	 3.	 David danced naked before the ark and He was blessed although his 	
	 wife mocked him and was cursed.

	 	 4.	 People say that they have had bad experiences with Charismatic 		
	 Christians, so they shy away from learning abut the Holy Spirit.

	 	 5.	 Have you ever had a bad experience with a doctor or a nurse? Do you 	
	 still believe in medicine? Have you ever had a bad experience with a teacher? Do you 	
	 still believe in education?


D. Put simply, the Holy Spirit is the power of God. If you want to see the power 
of God in your life, then there is no way around being filled with the Holy Spirit. 

1.	 We believe this to be a foundational truth so important to the Christian 	
	 walk that our vision statement at The Refinery reflects it. 


We exist to empower people to live a Spirit-led life so that they can fully experience God.


	 	 2.	 The life of Jesus provides the model for us to pattern ourselves after. 	
	 Let’s look to Him.


II. Background of the text. (Matt 4) 
	 A. Two things happened to Jesus before He began His earthly ministry. There 
were two events that were essential to the success of His mission. What could have been 
so essential that before Jesus did any miracles, cast out any demons or preached any 
sermons He had to complete first? 
	 	 1.	 He was baptized and 

	 	 2.	 He fasted for 40 days in the wilderness and was tempted by the evil one. 

	 	 3.	 Why? What did these two processes have to do with preparing Jesus for 	
	 His ministry on earth? 

	 	 4.	 What was it about these two experiences that made them essential to 	
	 complete before launching out into His destiny?

	 B. Baptism. (Matthew 3)




	 	 1.	 Jesus understood the power of obedience. He sought out John the 	
	 Baptist in order to be baptized by him. 

	 	 2.	 Baptism is a process where we go under water to signify our death to 	
	 the flesh, to our carnal, sinful nature and our rebirth as children of God as we come up 	
	 out of the water.  

	 	 3.	 Baptism is for sinners, but yet Jesus was without sin, why would He seek 
	 out baptism? 

	 	 4.	 In fact John recognized Him and tried to prevent Jesus from being 	
	 baptized (Matt 3:14) saying to Jesus “I am the one that should be baptized by You, and 	
	 You come to me?”

	 	 5. And Jesus answered John and said “Permit it to be so now, for thus 

it is fitting to fulfill all righteousness.” (Matt 3:15) 
6. We see from this that Jesus valued obedience and that He 

understood the importance of living righteously before God. (Righteousness and 
justice are the foundation of His throne.) 

	 	 7.	 And we know that this pleased Father, because we are told in verses 	
	 16&17 that when Jesus came up out of the water, immediately the heavens were 	
	 opened to Him and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and appear over 	
	 Him. And then Father’s voice came from heaven and said “This is my beloved Son, in 	
	 whom I am well pleased.

	 	 8.	 Here we see that Jesus, the Second Adam, pleased Father by His 	
	 obedience and by His desire to shed the fallen nature of humanity in order to pursue life 
	 in the Spirit. Where God looked on the first Adam and saw that His creation was good, 	
	 He looked on Jesus, the Second Adam, and said “This is the Son that I love, and in Him 
	 I am very pleased.”

	 	 9.	 So by this act of obedience where He put away the carnal nature we see 	
	 two things that happened to Jesus as a result. 

	 	 	 a.	 The heavens were opened to Him and 

	 	 	 b.	 The Spirit rested over Him. 

	 	 10.	 Luke 4:1 tells us that after His baptism, Jesus was filled with the Holy 	
	 Spirit. (Pleres- as an empty vessel is 	filled, permeated completely) 
	 	 11.	 So a direct result of Jesus baptism was that He was filled with the Holy 	
	 Spirit. 
	 C. Now after baptism, the Spirit would lead Jesus into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil. (Matt 4:1) 
	 	 1.	 This was the second major event that happened in Jesus’ life just before 	
	 He began His earthly ministry.

	 	 2.	 This was the second process that Jesus had to go through before He 	
	 would be released into His ministry on earth. 

	 	 3. The Lord’s temptation in the wilderness was the test of what He had 

just declared by being baptized.  
a. He went to be baptized in order to fulfill all righteousness 

and now Father would allow temptation to come to see if He was 
serious.  

b. He went to be baptized to show that He was dead to the 
carnal nature, and now the temptation in the wilderness would test Him 
and see just how dead to His flesh He really was. 

	 	 4.	 This was a new beginning for Jesus, the start of His earthly ministry, and	  
	 it began with obedience to the demands of righteousness and then a testing of that 	
	 obedience in the wilderness.

	 	 5.	 We have to ask ourselves, what do we forfeit if we skip these processes? 
	 What do forfeit if we try to move in the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives without first 	



	 going through this process? We miss the anointing of God, we miss the power of the 	
	 Spirit. We end up with a form of godliness that denies the power of God. Much of the 	
	 church in America is in this condition today.

	 	 6. What was the result of the testing in the wilderness? Luke 4:14 tells 

us what was waiting for Jesus on the other side of the wilderness experience. 
“Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee…” 

	 	 7.	 So we need to look at what God is doing in these two events. What is 	
	 God forming in Jesus through these two events that are essential before He will release 	
	 Jesus into His earthly ministry?

	 	 	 a.	 Baptism- filled with the Holy Spirit

	 	 	 b.	 Testing in the wilderness- the power of the Holy Spirit. 

	 	 8.	 If Jesus was the Son of God and it was essential for Him to be filled with 	
	 the Holy Spirit and to be move in the power of the Spirit before He was released into 	
	 His ministry, then how much more important is it for us to do the same? 


III. Why are these two things necessary? Why do we need to be filled with the Spirit? 
And why do we need to operate in the power of Spirit? 
	 A. Being filled with the Spirit at baptism was essential for the victory in the 
wilderness.

	 	 1.	 As we will see, Jesus defeated the evil one in the wilderness by His 	
	 knowledge of the Word.

	 	 2.	 Ephesians 6:17 tells us that the Sword of the Spirit is the Word of God. In 
	 spiritual combat, we win with a sword, the Word of God. There is no other offensive 	
	 weapon.

	 	 3.	 And this Sword is wielded in us by the Spirit. It is the Sword of the Spirit, 	
	 not the Sword of Jeff, or the Sword of Tom. It is the Sword of the Spirit. 

	 	 4.	 There are two types of believers who lose more than they win.

	 	 	 a.	 Those that are filled with the Spirit but deny the Spirit within them 	
	 	 His sword by not studying the Word.

	 	 	 b.	 Those that avoid being filled with the Spirit but study the Word 	
	 	 which causes them to wield the Sword ineffectively. (Often using scripture out of 
	 	 context, causing confusion; using scripture as law, using it to judge and criticize 	
	 	 others)

	 	 5.	 Jesus defeated the evil one with the Word. He overcame temptation with 	
	 the Word. 

	 	 6.	 Being filled with the Spirit happened immediately after baptism because 	
	 the old carnal nature was done away with and in its place the Spirit of God was able to 	
	 come in.

	 	 7.	 There are two very important things we need to understand from the 	
	 Lord’s baptism because they directly effect our own lives.

	 	 	 a.	 We learn from this that the consecrating ourselves, or purifying 	
	 	 ourselves, separating ourselves to God pleases Father and releases the 	 	
	 	 Spirit of God, the presence of God to us. When we clean house, He comes to 	
	 	 visit. As long as the house is dirty, He stays at a distance.

	 	 	 b.	 Our obedience creates the opportunity for the favor of the 		
	 	 Lord in our lives. Jesus didn’t need to be baptized because He was without sin, 	
	 	 and yet He wanted to fulfill all righteousness. He was driven to do what was 	
	 	 right and it moved God’s heart toward Him.

	 	 8.	 Because of this, He was filled with the Spirit and it was the Spirit now 	
	 leading Him, now fighting His battles. He did not have to try and defeat the evil one with 
	 natural understanding, but supernatural.




B. Defeating the evil one in the wilderness taught Him to rely on the power of 
the Holy Spirit and not His own strength or understanding.

	 	 1.	 Zechariah 4:6 “Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit says the 	
	 Lord.”

	 	 2.	 If we are going to produce any lasting fruit in the kingdom, it will be done 
	 by the Spirit and not by our flesh. 


C. So in baptism, Jesus left His natural state to be filled with the Spirit and in 
the wilderness Jesus learned to rely on the power of the Spirit and not His own power. 

III. What about us? Is it necessary for us to go through these processes as well? 
A. Both baptisms are essential to the believer. 

	 	 1.	 Jesus commanded that new disciples be baptized in the Name of the 	
	 Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

	 	 2.	 Matthew 28:18-20


“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.”


	 	 3.	 If Jesus commanded it, it is necessary for us to be baptized in order to 	
	 fulfill all righteousness. 

	 	 4.	 NOTE: We baptize here at The Refinery. Don’t let the lack of a baptismal 	
	 tub fool you. If you have not been baptized we have ways of getting you under the 	
	 water and back out again in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.


B. But the baptism in the Holy Spirit is also essential for every believer. 

	 	 1.	 It is not enough to be emptied of ourselves, of our old sinful carnal 	
	 nature. We have to replace that with the Spirit of God within us. We have to be filled 	
	 with the Spirit.

	 	 2. 1 Corinthians 6:19 tells us that our bodies are the temple of the Holy 

Spirit. What good is an empty temple?  
3. We are called to holiness. 1 Peter 1:16 says ‘Be holy as I am holy.” 

What makes us holy? Does the temple of God make the Spirit of God holy or does 
the Spirit of God make the temple of God holy? 

	 	 4.	 Is it our bodies that sanctify the Spirit? Or does the Spirit sanctify us?

	 	 5.	 Other religions and practices attempt to empty the self because they 	
	 think that if the self is gone, the sin will go with it. And they desire to live their lives as 	
	 empty vessels.

	 	 6.	 Father desires that we put off the old self and be filled with His Spirit, His 
	 presence. 

	 	 7.	 What good is an empty vessel? Of what use is an empty vessel?

	 	 	 a.	 An empty vessel is no good when you are hungry or thirsty and 	
	 	 there is nothing to pour out.

	 	 	 b.	 The only good thing about an empty vessel is that it is ready to be 
	 	 filled.

	 	 8.	 There is no point in trying to empty ourselves of our old nature if we are 	
	 not also asking God to fill us with His Spirit.


C. If we pursue water baptism and stop there, we are like a two-engine place 
that only flies on one engine.

	 	 1.	 We need to stopping being content to go through life on half power. 

	 	 2.	 Without the baptism of the Holy Spirit, we eventually start trying to do 	
	 things on our own power.




	 


IV. The Lord’s will is that His disciples are baptized in water and in the Holy Spirit and 
then learn to function in the power of the Holy Spirit.

	 A. John 20:21 “So Jesus said to them again ‘Peace to you! As the Father has 
sent Me, I also send you.’” 
	 	 1.	 Jesus proclaimed this over the disciples after the resurrection. 

	 	 2.	 “As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 

	 	 3.	 How did Father send Jesus into the world to fulfill His ministry? What did 	
	 Jesus do before He performed one miracle, cast our any demons or preached any 	
	 message?

	 	 	 a.	 He was baptized in water and filled with the Holy Spirit.

	 	 	 b.	 He learned to function under the power of the Spirit in the 		
	 	 wilderness.

	 	 4.	 Just to make sure that we get the message here, just to realize that He is 
	 talking about the Holy Spirit, look at verse 22. “And when He had said this, He breathed 
	 on them and said to them ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’”

	 	 5.	 These two verses go together, they are in the same context. “As the 	
	 Father has sent Me, I am send you.” “Receive the Holy Spirit.”

	 	 6.	 Jesus did this because before they could go into ministry, they needed to 
	 be filled with the Holy Spirit.

	 	 	 a.	 We have the ministry of Christ. We are sent to do what He 		
	 	 commanded. We are to finish what He started. 

	 	 	 b.	 If He is the Son of God and it was essential for Him to be filled 	
	 	 with the Holy Spirit before He could begin to minster, how much more do we 	
	 	 need to be filled before we minister?


B. Was it just for the disciples? 

	 	 1.	 John 17:18-20 Jesus is praying and says “As You sent Me into the world, 
	 I also have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also 	
	 may be sanctified by the truth. I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will 	
	 believe in Me through their word.”

	 	 2.	 When the Holy Spirit came in power in Acts 2, there were 120 people 	
	 gathered and the Holy Spirit was powered out on them all, not just the original disciples.

	 	 3.	 We are commanded in Ephesians 5:18 “And do not get drunk with wine, 	
	 for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit.”

	 	 4.	 The early church was able to accomplish so much because they were 	
	 filled with the Spirit. Many references in Acts. (6:3; 11:24; 9:17; 13:9; 4:8; 6:5; 7:55; 2:4; 	
	 4:31; 13:52)


C. Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit at baptism, but He was empowered by 
the Holy Spirit after the wilderness. 

	 	 1.	 Does this mean that we have to go through the wilderness in order to be 	
	 empowered? Who wants to sign up for that?

	 	 2.	 The Lord is merciful to us. Jesus, the man who was led by the Spirit into 	
	 the wilderness	 to be tempted by the evil one, taught us to pray “Lead us not into 	
	 temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.” 

	 	 3.	 The point of the wilderness was to see if there was any carnal nature left 	
	 in Jesus that the evil one could manipulate to make Jesus disobey God and do Satan’s 	
	 bidding instead. 

	 	 4.	 After this experience Jesus would say “Satan has noting in Me.” It was 	
	 as if He had already defeated satan even before He began His ministry. 

	 	 5.	 But what He gained through suffering in the wilderness, He offers to us 	
	 through waiting on Him. 




	 	 6.	 In Acts 1:4 He commanded them to wait in Jerusalem until they were 	
	 empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

	 	 	 a.	 verse 5 “For John truly baptized with water, but you shall be 	
	 	 baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days for now.”

	 	 	 b.	 verse 8 “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirt has 	
	 	 come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
	 	 and Samaria and to the end of the earth.”

	 	 7.	 Instead of sending them into the wilderness like He went through, in His 	
	 mercy He sent them into Jerusalem to wait. We can be empowered by the Holy Spirit 	
	 through suffering and through waiting on God.


V. So this is the basis of our faith and our witness. Like Jesus, before we can 
produce lasting fruit and fulfill our destiny in Christ, we need to be filled and empowered 
by the Holy Spirit.


A. Questions.

	 	 1.	 Do you ever feel like it is a struggle to share your faith with others?

	 	 2.	 Do you ever feel like everything is an uphill battle?

	 	 3.	 Does thinking of the future make you feel anxious or exhausted? 

	 	 4.	 Do you wonder if you are in God’s will? 

	 	 5.	 Do you wonder why you don’t often see answers to prayer?


B. It is time to stop flying on one engine.  
C. This is the promise for you to claim to receive the Holy Spirit. Luke 11:9-13 

9 “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 
opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who 
knocks it will be opened. 11 If a son asks for bread[a] from any father among you, will he give 
him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish? 12 Or if he 
asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those 
who ask Him!”


D. Ask, seek, knock.  
	 	 1.	 Cry out and ask. Ask often, ask repeatedly.

	 	 2.	 Wait and don’t give up. 


E. Who needs to get saved first? 
	 	 1.	 After today you can continue to live on one engine if you like, but that’s 	
	 on you.

	 	 2.	 There is more for you and it is freely given.


